imTII  I1I111 1 niiiinuniiTnnTTTTTTn  mnmi 


[ i nin  i n 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n 1 1 n 1 1 1 1 n 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ; t i m m t 1 1 


Whole  IN 


Oevoted  to  the  Historical  Background  of 
Stamps  and  Paper  Money 


N \V\\AW,  VAWv  \W\  \ . v O N A 


□mmnmmmiiimiir1 


Enlarged  Die  Proof  of  Jackson  Portrait  Used  on 
18(M  $1000  Uonfederate  Note 
(See  page  32.) 

Official  Journal  of  the  EssaydProof  Society 

Copyright  1957  by  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  Inc. 


S&.-S 


33 


PROOF 


■tt* 


•**- 

"7“\- 


....  that  the  H.  R.  HARMER  Inc. 

Organization  leads  the  field  in  philatelic 
auctioneering  is  not  hard  to  find. 

One  has  only  to  glance  at  the  lists  of  prices  realized  in  the 
Harmer  Auctions  to  see  that  nowhere  in  the  World  are  such 
fine  prices  obtained  for  such  fine  material. 

BUYERS  can  bid  with  confidence,  knowing  that  the  Harmer 
experts  have  not  tried  to  make  “a  silk  purse  out  of  a 
sow’s  ear”. 

VENDORS  are  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  their  stamps  will 
receive  the  widest  possible  publicity.  Harmer’s  catalogue 
mailing  list  is  the  veritable  “Who’s  Who  of  Philately”. 

Write  for 

“Modern  Methods  of  Philatelic  Auctioneering” 

gratis  from — 


H.  R.  Harmer.  Inc. 

6 West  4E3th  Street 
New  York  36,  N.  Y. 
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U.  S.  1895  Issue  of 
Newspaper  and  Periodical  Stamps 


By  Thomas  F.  Morris 


1 


Crawford’s  Statue  “America”,  engraved  by  O.  G.  Hanks,  the  source  of  design 
for  the  le,  2e,  5c  and  10c  U.  S.  Newspaper  and  Periodical  Stamps  of  1895. 

A new  series  of  Newspaper  and  Periodical  stamps  was  determined  upon  by  the  U.  S. 
Post  Office  Department  in  1894.  It  called  upon  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing  to 
prepare  designs  of  a character  similar  to  the  earlier  issue  of  1875.  Thos.  F.  Morris,  Sr., 
Chief  of  the  Engraving  Division,  personally  carried  through  the  different  designs  of  the 
several  values,  using  in  all  seven  of  the  same  vignettes  as  in  the  preceding  issue,  with  a 
distinct  change  in  the  numerals,  scrolls  and  lettering  of  some  of  the  designs.  The  incor- 
poration of  these  changes  resulted  in  a series  more  artistic  than  the  preceding.  There 
exist  incomplete  die  proofs  of  some  of  the  values,  and  others  showing  spaces  for  numerals 
and  value  labels  left  blank,  with  pencil  outline  of  lettering  and  numerals  for  the  guidance 
of  the  engraver.  G.  F.  C.  Smillie  engraved  the  new  vignette  “America”  for  the  ic  to  10c 
values  and  is  believed  to  have  re-engraved  all  of  the  figures  of  the  other  values.  There  are 
in  existence  proofs  signed  by  James  Kennedy  and  Lyman  F.  Ellis,  engravers  of  the  frames 
and  lettering  of  some  of  the  stamps. 


One  Cent 

The  vignette  “America”,  embellishing  the  central  part  of  the  design  of  this  value,  was 
copied  from  a larger  vignette  engraved  many  years  previously  by  O.  G.  Hanks  and  is 
modeled  after  Crawford’s  statue  upon  the  dome  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  It  is  a 
more  pleasing  representation  of  “America”  than  the  one  used  in  the  1875  issue. 

The  ic  value  was  engraved  on  a die  56  x 75  mm;  the  size  of  the  design  is  21.5  x 34.5 
mm.  T he  frame  and  lettering  were  engraved  by  James  Kennedy.  Unfinished  die  proofs 
(essays)  of  the  stamp  printed  in  black  and  blue-green  exist.  The  proof  printed  in  black 
shows  the  numerals  and  lower  label  blank,  with  the  numeral  1 lightly  sketched  in  pencil  in 
the  upper  right  corner  only,  and  the  proof  printed  in  blue-green  lacks  the  horizontal  shad- 
ing in  the  bottom  half  of  the  numeral  1 in  each  upper  corner.  Finished  proofs  are  found 
only  in  black,  red-brown  and  blue-green.  A notation  by  Mr.  Morris  on  one  labeled 
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One  Cent.  Many  parts  unfinished, 
with  instructions  to  engraver. 


Numerals  “1”  not  shaded,  lower 
part  of  design  unfinished. 


“Finished  proof”  gives  the  date  July  21,  1894.  After  the  ic  value  was  completely  en- 
graved and  the  die  hardened,  the  die  was  taken  up  on  a roll,  and  from  this  soft  steel  roll 
there  was  removed,  or  cut  away,  the  numeral  1 in  each  upper  corner,  as  well  as  the  lower 
value  label.  This  cut-down  design  was  then  transferred  to  the  2c,  5c  and  10c  value  dies 
and  the  respective  numerals  and  value  labels  engraved  thereon. 


Two  Cents.  Numerals  “2”  and  “Two  Cents”  lightly  etched. 

A laydown  from  the  cut-down  ic  roll  was,  as  previously  stated,  employed  in  engraving 
this  value.  We  find  a specimen  printed  in  black  on  India,  large  die,  size  56  x 75.5  mm  and 
size  of  design  21.5  x 34.5  mm,  showing  an  incomplete  engraving  of  the  vignette,  with  the 
upper  corners  and  the  lower  label  for  the  value  left  blank,  and  the  numerals  2,2  drawn  in 
pencil  and  “Two  Cents”  in  the  label  at  the  bottom  lightly  sketched  in  by  pencil.  The 
background  of  the  central  design  is  heavier  in  certain  parts,  indicating  a difference 
between  the  ic  and  2c  values. 


Five  Cents 


The  vignette  background  is  different  from  the  ic  and  2c  values, 
down  was  made  from  the  cutaway  transfer  roll  used  for  the  ic  value, 


Although  a lay- 
the  engraver  cut 
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Five  Cents.  Numerals  “5”  and  “Five  Cents”  lightly  etched. 


certain  parts  of  the  background  surrounding  the  vignette  deeper.  All  of  the  finished  die 
proofs  of  the  ic,  2C,  5c  and  10c  values  differ  from  one  another  to  this  extent. 

There  is  an  essay  of  this  value,  similar  to  the  ic  and  2c,  with  the  upper  numeral 
spaces  blank  and  the  numerals  5,5  lightly  sketched  in  with  the  pencil,  and  the  lower  label 
panel  left  blank  and  the  words  “Five  Cents”  lettered  in  pencil.  This  specimen  is  on 
India,  die  sunk  on  card,  printed  in  black,  on  a die  56  x 73  mm,  size  of  design  21.5  x 34.5 
mm,  and  is  the  only  essay  of  this  value  so  far  discovered. 


Tee  Cents 

The  frame  and  lettering  were  engraved  by  Lyman  F.  Ellis.  Three  different  stages 
of  the  die  as  the  word  progressed  are  found.  One  essay  (here  illustrated)  shows  the  two 
lower  corners  blank  and  the  numerals  unfinished,  printed  in  black  on  India,  die  sunk  on 
card.  Another  shows  an  unfinished  left  lower  corner  and  the  lower  right  corner  blank, 
printed  in  black,  die  sunk  on  card;  and  a third  die  proof  impression  with  the  numerals  and 
lowrer  panel  blank,  printed  in  black,  die  sunk  on  card.  These  progressive  proofs  are 
printed  from  a die  56  x 75  mm;  the  size  of  the  design  is  21.5  x 24.5  mm. 


Ton  Cents.  Bottom  scrolls  unfinished. 
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Authorization  to  use  1875  12c 
“Justice”  for  25c  and  50c  values. 


Vignette  “Justice”  after  cutting 
away  borders  of  1875  12c  roll. 


Twenty-Five  Cents.  Engraving 
of  value  panel  unfinished. 


Lettering  and  lines  in  bottom  panel 
sketched  in,  with  instructions  to 
engraver. 


Twemty^Five  Cents 

There  are  but  three  progressive  proofs  (essays)  of  this  stamp  known.  The  alle- 
gorical figure  of  Astraea,  or  “Justice,”  used  as  the  motif  for  the  12c  to  96c  stamps  of  the 
1875  Newspaper  and  Periodical  issue  was  adopted  for  the  25c  value  of  the  1895  series. 
A die  impression  of  the  72c  value  was  first  taken.  Instructions  to  the  transferer  covering 
the  initial  work  in  making  a laydown  for  both  the  25c  and  50c  new  values  are  well  illus- 
trated in  the  accompanying  reproduction.  Every  part  of  the  design  of  the  72c  stamp  was 
to  be  cut  away  from  the  laydown  roll  except  the  vignette,  and  this  center  design  was  to 
he  reduced  in  width  about  one  millimeter.  The  same  process  as  described  previously  for 
the  lower  values  was  carried  out  by  the  transferer. 

Mr.  Smillie  re-engraved  the  figure  of  “Justice”  and  increased  the  depth  of  back- 
ground, with  the  result  that  the  figure  itself  stands  out  with  a greater  degree  of  boldness 
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than  in  the  1875  stamps.  A change  in  design  of  the  helmet  was  incorporated.  The  eagle’s 
head  on  the  1895  stamp  looks  to  the  left,  whereas  on  the  earlier  issue  it  was  placed  in  a 
central  position  on  the  helmet. 

The  essays  noted  above  are  die  impressions  of  the  stamp  showing  its  completion  with 
the  exception  of  the  value  panel  unfinished.  Two  of  these  are  here  illustrated,  one  before 
the  lettering  Twenty  Five”  was  given  the  required  shading  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  letters  with  blank  white  spaces  surrounding  “Cents”,  and  the  other  (model,  so- 
called)  showing  the  required  shading  of  letters  in  red  crayon  and  the  white  panel  spaces  in 
the  same  location  sketched  in  with  red  ink,  with  Mr.  Morris’  pencil  instructions  at  the 
bottom  of  the  proof  indicating  to  the  engraver  how  he  should  proceed  with  the  work. 
These  proofs  are  printed  in  black  and  carmine  from  a die  55  x 72  mm ; the  size  of  the  design 
is  21.5  x 34.5  mm.  The  carmine  color  was  approved  by  Mr.  Morris  on  July  18,  1894. 


Fifty  Cents 

The  allegorical  figure  “Justice”  used  as  the  motif  for  the  12c  to  96c  stamps  of  the 
1875  issue  was  also  used  as  the  central  design  for  the  50c  value  of  the  1895  issue.  A study 
made  of  the  three  essays  illustrated  for  this  value  discloses  a perplexing  problem  for  the 


Cut-away  panel  with  outlines  of  “Twenty  Five  Cents”. 


Fifty  Cents.  Value  panel  with  Further  engraving  of  value  panel. 

“Fifty  Cents”  lightly  etched. 
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student.  There  are  now  no  written  records  of  the  development  of  either  the  25c  or  the 
50c  values  and  the  deductions  given  below  are  drawn  from  the  very  limited  number  of 
progressive  die  essays  now  in  existence.  There  is  a shred  of  evidence  that  the  50c  value 
was  designed  and  engraved  ahead  of  the  25c  value.  The  first  essay  here  shown  is  an 
India  impression  of  the  50c  value  printed  in  black.  The  value  label  has  been  cut  away 
from  the  India  paper,  leaving  only  the  cardboard  backing.  With  a strong  magnifier  there 
appears  in  light  pencil  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  panel  “Twenty  Five”,  and  directly  in 
the  middle  portion  below  it  “Cents”.  The  second  essay  shows  the  development  of  the 
50c  value  printed  in  black  on  card.  If  this  was  the  result  of  a part  transfer  from  the  25c 
value  transfer  roll,  the  spaces  on  both  right  and  left  of  the  figure  “Justice”  would  have 
carried  the  full  design  and  would  also  show  the  eagle’s  head  on  the  helmet  looking  to  the 
left  as  on  the  25c  value,  which  gives  further  evidence  that  the  first  transfer  from  the  cut- 
down  1875  die  roll  was  used  for  the  development  of  the  50c  value.  This  second  essay  also 
bears  evidence  that  the  value  lettering  and  design  below  it  was  in  progress  before  the 
lower  part  of  the  vignette  was  finished.  This  section  of  the  design,  especially  in  the  folds 
of  the  garment,  was  changed  but  slightly  from  the  1875  “Justice”  from  which  it  was 
re-engraved.  The  scroll  work  in  the  left  bottom  panel  as  well  as  the  horizontal  lines  at 
the  extreme  bottom  of  the  essay  are  drawn  in  pencil.  The  third  essay  printed  in  black 
shows  a further  progress  of  the  die,  with  the  two  top  scrolls  and  the  lettering  panel 
unfinished.  The  size  of  the  design  is  the  same  as  the  25c  value,  21.5  x 34.5  mm,  and  the 
die  size  55  x 72  mm.  The  engraver  of  the  frame  and  lettering  is  unknown. 

Two  Dollars 


$2.  Unused  design;  top  part  unsuitable. 

The  vignette  “Victory”  for  this  value  was  previously  used  on  the  $3  1875  issue. 
From  the  transfer  roll  of  this  $3  value  the  upper  portion  of  the  stamp  and  everything 
below  the  vignette  and  side  panels  were  cut  away.  A laydown  was  then  made  from  it,  and 
the  figure  and  side  lettering  in  the  panels  were  re-engraved.  Many  differences  exist  in  the 
two  vignettes  of  the  two  issues.  The  frame,  including  the  lettering,  was  engraved  by 
Lyman  F.  Ellis.  Only  three  progressive  die  proofs  on  India  exist.  The  first  is  an  incom- 
plete engraving  of  the  frame  printed  in  scarlet;  the  ornaments  below  “U.  S.  Postage”  are 
left  blank,  with  no  shading  in  the  “$2”.  The  second  one  shows  a further  stage  of  these 
ornaments  very  lightly  etched  in  and  the  vignette  unfinished,  printed  in  black,  and  the 
third  a further  development  of  this  ornamental  scroll,  also  printed  in  black.  At  the 
sides  of  the  engravings  appear  suggestions  made  by  Mr.  Morris  for  the  engraver  to  follow 
in  completing  the  top  scroll  design.  The  engraved  die  measures  75  x 76  mm,  and  size  of 
design  24.5  x 35.5  mm. 
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$2.  New  design,  partly  engraved,  Further  progress  of  the  die,  with 

with  sketches  to  guide  engraver.  further  instructions  to  engraver. 

During  the  preparatory  stages  of  this  value  these  three  essays  disclose  the  following 
interesting  changes  in  its  design.  The  first  illustration  shown  indicates  beyond  question 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  numerals  and  value  panel,  the  1875  cut-down  die  was 
transferred  in  its  original  form  to  a new  die,  as  for  previous  values.  The  essay  indicates 
that  the  top  part  of  the  scroll  work  of  the  design  and  the  numerals  were  unsuitable  and 
this  part  of  the  design  discarded  for  a more  pleasing  one.  The  second  essay  shows  very 
clearly  the  work  then  undertaken  to  correct  the  faulty  design  before  the  die  was  completely 
engraved.  The  transferer  proceeded  to  take  up  this  die  on  a soft  roll,  from  which  he 
cut  away  all  portions  of  the  roll  above  the  upper  parts  of  the  wreath  held  in  the  hand  of 
the  figure  “Victory”,  and  the  topmost  part  of  the  wreath  adorning  its  head  and  below 
and  to  the  sides  of  the  upper  panel  “U.  S.  Postage”.  A new  laydown  was  then  made 
from  this  hardened  roll  and  the  engravers  proceeded  to  carry  out  their  respective  work  on 
the  new  design.  The  two  progressive  proofs  show  very  clearly  the  work  of  the  trans- 
ferer in  his  cutting  away  and  stoning  down  certain  portions  of  the  original  roll  in  the 
sections  of  the  die  above  stated.  This  is  further  attested  to  in  comparing  a finished  proof 
of  this  second  die  with  the  proof  impression  of  the  discarded  die. 

In  recutting  the  figure  “Victory”  the  following  changes  are  observed:  unnecessary 
high  lights  in  the  hair,  face  and  neck  have  been  eliminated;  the  eyes  are  not  as  open  and 
the  mouth  does  not  have  the  same  character;  the  hand  of  the  upraised  arm  shows  no  form; 
the  lines  of  the  cloak  and  dress  have  been  cut  deeper,  giving  these  parts  more  color. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A,  JL,  Pollock,  Designer 

Mr.  A.  L.  Pollock,  a member  of  the  United  Nations  Postal  Administration's  Inter- 
national Panel  of  Artists,  is  the  designer  of  the  first  1957  U.  N.  stamp  to  be  released 
January  28,  1957. 

The  designer  was  born  of  Scottish  parents  in  North  China  and  educated  in  Scotland. 
He  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1950.  In  addition  to  being  a successful  designer  of  postage 
stamps  he  is  presently  on  the  staff  of  a printing  and  publishing  company  in  Toronto.  He 
is  the  first  Canadian  to  design  a United  Nations  postage  stamp. 

The  design  shows  a weather  balloon,  symbolizing  the  globe  and  world-wide  range  of 
the  World  Meteorological  Organization’s  activities.  The  stamps  which  honor  W.  M.  O. 
will  be  released  in  a 3c  and  8c  value. 


IO 
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Waterman  Lily  Ormsby,  1809*1883 

Bank  Note  Engraver 

By  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  Society’s  Journal  Committee  to  reprint  serially  in  the 
Essay-Proof  Journal,  beginning  with  the  present  number,  one  of  the  important  publica- 
tions of  W.  L.  Ormsby,  namely,  his  1852  book  on  “Bank  Note  Engraving”,  it  seems  appro- 
priate to  present  here,  as  a sort  of  prelude,  a brief  sketch  of  this  engraver  and  author. 

The  sketch  must  of  necessity  be  brief,  as  the  available  information  about  him  is  rather 
scanty.  As  in  most  such  cases,  when  an  engraver  is  involved,  we  turn  first  to  David 
McNeely  Stauffer’s  American  Engravers  Upon  Copper  and  Steel  (1907),  our  accustomed 
reference  in  this  field,  where  we  find  the  following: 

Ormsby,  Waterman  Lily 

Born  in  Hampton,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1809;  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  1,  1883.  Ormsby 
was  a student  in  the  National  Academy  of  Design  in  1829;  and  though  his  preceptor  in  engraving  is 
unknown,  he  was  engraving  over  his  own  name  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  date;  he  was  also  engraving 
for  Carter,  Andrews  & Co.,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.  Being  of  a decided  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  he  invented 
a ruling  machine,  a transfer-press,  and  a “grammagraph”,  a device  for  engraving  on  steel  directly  from 
medals,  medallions,  etc. ; this  latter  machine,  or  a modification  of  it,  was  called  a “pantograph”.  With 
these  machines  he  produced  much  work.  Ormsby  was  a very  excellent  line-engraver  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  [employee,  not  a founder]  of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  of  New  York;  and  in  1852  pub- 
lished Ormsbv’s  “Bank-Note  Engraving”.  It  is  claimed  that  he  assisted  S.  F.  B.  Morse  and  Henry  A. 
Munson  in  the  invention  of  the  Morse  alphabet. 

Looking  at  other  biographical  dictionaries  available,  we  find  substantially  the  same  as 
above  in  Mantle  Fielding’s  Dictionary  of  American  Painters,  Sculptors  & Engravers,  1945. 
Both  this  and  Stauffer’s  sketch  appear  to  be  mainly  derived  from  that  in  Appleton’s  Cyclo- 
paedia of  American  Biography,  five  volumes,  published  in  1888,  just  a few  years  after 
Ormsby’s  death.  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the  remaining  references  consulted. 

Some  isolated  facts  about  his  life  not  elsewhere  recorded  we  glean  from  some  of  his 
published  writings.  For  example,  in  one  of  his  pamphlets  ( Cycloidal  Configurations  . . . , 
not  dated,  but  probably  published  in  1862)  there  is  this  extract  from  a quoted  letter: 
“ . . . W.  L.  Ormsby,  who  was  a blacksmith’s  apprentice  in  Rochester,  thirty-six  years 
ago  [1825],  in  the  shop  of  one  Cobb  ...”  Also  in  this  pamphlet,  in  referring  to  the 
formation  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  in  1858,  he  says,  “The  president  and  the  writer 
were  boys  and  fellow  apprentices  together  in  1827,  '28,  ’29,  and  ’30.”  (The  first  two 
presidents  were  Charles  Toppan,  1858-1860,  and  Tracy  R.  Edson,  1860-1863;  if  he  was 
referring  to  the  incumbent  at  the  time  he  was  writing,  this  would  be  Edson.)  In  a long 
list  of  his  inventions  pertaining  to  engraving  (24  items)  included  in  the  same  pamphlet, 
the  first  is  “Ruling  Machine  for  straight  and  waved  lines,  1823.”  His  next  invention  listed 
is  “Ruling  Machine  for  medallion,  upright,  1833”,  and  his  last  two,  “Machine  for  printing 
steel  plates  in  two  or  more  colors,  i860”,  and  “Kaleido  Mosaic  Engraving,  1861  . There 
is  no  doubt  about  his  being  something  of  a mechanical  wizard. 

According  to  another  statement  of  his  in  the  pamphlet  above  mentioned,  he  estab- 
lished a bank  note  engraving  business  in  1842.  This  was  later  called  the  New  } ork 
Bank  Note  Co.  (never  incorporated),  with  Ormsby  as  the  sole  proprietor.  A note  in  the 
writer’s  collection  with  the  engraved  date  i860  hears  this  imprint,  with  the  address  as 
50  Wall  St.  His  earlier  notes  have  the  imprint  W.  L.  Ormsby,  Neiv  York.  Relatively 
few  notes  of  his  production  have  been  seen. 

Among  his  various  addresses,  as  found  in  the  New  York  City  directories,  are  the 
following:  116  Fulton  St.,  1844  to  1850;  12  Vesey  St.,  1851  and  1852;  50  Wall  St.,  1854 
to  1862. 
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In  1844  he  engraved  one  of  the  two  stamps  used  by  the  American  Letter  Mail  Co., 
a private  post — the  one  with  the  larger  eagle,  Scott’s  Type  L13.  Along  the  bottom  edge 
of  the  stamp  is  the  inscription,  Engraved  by  . L.  Ormsby.  (For  the  history  of  this 
eagle  vignette  see  an  article  by  Gordon  W.  Colket  in  Journal  No.  36,  Vol.  9,  October, 
1952.) 

Along  with  his  bank  note  work  Ormsby  engraved  a considerable  number  of  miscel- 
laneous subjects — portraits  and  scenes — for  books  and  magazines.  As  noted  by  Stauffer,  he 
was  considered  “a  very  excellent  line-engraver”. 

In  his  1852  book  he  alludes  frequently  to  his  business  of  selling  copies  of  bank  note 
dies,  the  originals  having  been  obtained  generally  from  bankrupt  engraving  firms.  Im- 
pressions from  these  were  illustrated  and  numbered  in  a catalog  from  which  the  customer 
could  order.  It  is  not  known  just  when  this  business  commenced. 


The  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  was  founded  in  January,  1863,  as  a rival  to  the  two 
other  large  companies,  the  American  and  the  National,  and  Ormsby  was  amongst  its  first 
employees.  He  was  not  a founder,  as  stated  in  the  biographical  dictionaries,  nor  an  officer, 
but  one  of  its  highest  paid  employees  (salary  $5000),  his  principal  work  being  siderography, 
i.e.,  transferring.  The  company  purchased  from  him  one  of  his  transfer  presses,  at  a price 
of  $1000.  It  is  on  record  that  he  was  with  this  company  until  1867,  but  we  do  not  know 
how  much  longer,  nor  how  his  last  years  were  spent. 

The  Continental  Co.  eventually  succeeded  in  obtaining  some  lucrative  contracts  from 
the  Government  for  security  work,  which  had  enormously  increased  due  to  the  Civil  War. 
Before  this  time  Ormsby  had  tried  to  get  a share  of  this  work  for  his  own  Company,  but 
probably  on  account  of  some  of  his  impolitic  remarks  regarding  the  awarding  of  contracts 
he  had  gotten  himself  in  disfavor  with  Secretary  Chase  of  the  Treasury  Department,  who 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  Being  thus  unsuccessful,  he  joined  the  Continental. 
Even  for  a time  after  this,  Chase’s  ire  was  unmitigated.  Examples  of  Ormsby’s  out- 
spoken views  may  be  found  in  his  above-mentioned  1862  pamphlet,  Cycloidal  Configura- 
tions or  the  Harvest  of  Counterf eiters , another  book  that  bank  note  collectors  would  find 
good  reading.  At  its  close  we  find  this  statement  concerning  himself:  “ . . . and  when  the 
Bank  Note  Companies  saw  how  the  proposed  reform  would  diminish  their  profits,  it  be- 
came a business  to  malign  me.  But,  in  the  ten  years’  struggle  that  ensued,  every  Bank 
Note  Company  perished,  or  was  absorbed  in  one  establishment.  Mine  alone  remained, 
and  I still  remain,  the  sole  representative  working  engraver,  at  the  head  of  a Bank  Note 
Establishment,  in  the  entire  country  ✓ . . ” 


His  Book  on  “Bank  Note  Emgravini 
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In  addition  to  his  being  a good  engraver,  Ormsby  was  also  a fluent  writer,  if  we  may 
use  such  an  expression.  One  can  perceive  from  his  writings,  almost  philippic  in  style,  that 
he  had  a forceful  personality  and  was  not  at  all  reticent  about  expressing  his  opinions. 
Seeing  the  ease  with  which  the  paper  money  of  his  day  was  counterfeited,  he  devised  what 
he  thought  was  a good  scheme  to  prevent  it,  and  in  the  book  under  consideration  he  put 
forth  his  views  on  the  weakness  of  the  current  system  with  the  zeal  of  a propagandist  and 
with  devastating  conviction.  The  reader  need  not  feel  that  everything  he  says  must  be 
accepted  without  reservation.  Nevertheless,  he  presents  a most  illuminating  insight  into 
the  method  then  in  vogue  of  designing  and  producing  bank  notes — a “patch-work”  system, 
he  called  it — and  how  it  facilitated  counterfeiting,  and  nowhere  else  can  such  a picture 
he  obtained.  This  treatise  has  justly  been  described  as  an  education  in  hank  note  engraving 
and  should  be  appreciated  by  every  collector  of  paper  money,  especially  by  those  who  are 
interested  in  our  pre-Civil  War  notes.  It  is  on  account  of  the  extreme  interest  of  its 
contents,  together  with  the  fact  that  it  is  a very  scarce  book  and  hard  to  come  by,  that 
the  Essay-Proof  Journal  is  presenting  it  to  its  readers. 
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The  book  itself  is  a rather  large  and  heavy  tome,  measuring  approximately  10^2 
inches  wide,  13^2  inches  high,  and  1 inches  thick  (overall).  It  is  printed  on  heavy 
paper,  with  wide  margins,  in  a large  type,  and  contains  thirteen  full  page  plates  and  a 
number  of  smaller  illustrations.  While  the  various  styles  of  type  used  can  not  be  followed, 
an  attempt  will  be  made  to  copy  the  text  exactly,  including  the  author’s  own  style  of 
capitalization  and  his  decidedly  unorthodox  punctuation.  It  is  estimated  that  the  printing 
will  be  completed  in  about  eight  issues  of  the  Journal. 


Photograph  of  an  autographed  presentation  copy  of 
Ormsby’s  “liank  Note  Engraving” 
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Preface 


It  is  with  unaffected  diffidence  that  this  work  is  offered  to  the  public.  To  expose  the 
defects  and  dangers  of  the  work  of  eminent  Artists,  with  whom  the  Author  has  none 
but  the  most  friendly  relations,  and  for  whose  genius  and  character  he  entertains  the 
highest  respect,  is  a task  too  unwelcome  to  have  been  undertaken  but  from  a deep  con- 
viction of  its  importance  and  necessity.  For  many  years  a professional  Bank  Note  En- 
graver himself,  the  defects  and  bearings  of  the  system  of  Engraving  universally  em- 
ployed in  this  country  upon  Bank  Notes,  became,  in  the  course  of  the  Author’s  experience, 
so  painfully  evident,  and  the  facilities  which  it  afforded  the  Counterfeiter  so  obvious,  that 
he  was  unavoidably  constrained  to  seek  some  adequate  remedy.  An  investigation  of  the 
subject  soon  disclosed  the  evil  to  consist  in  the  use  of  labor-saving  machinery  and  dies, 
and  in  the  piecemeal  or  patch-work  system  of  Engraving  necessarily  resulting  from  their 
use.  The  more  the  subject  was  considered,  the  more  apparent  its  weakness  became;  until 
there  arose  in  his  mind  a moral  constraint  to  make  it  known,  and  to  awaken  the  public 
attention  to  an  evil  so  alarmingly  prevalent,  and  so  unavoidable  under  the  existing  state 
of  things.  The  present  work  has  had  its  origin  in  this  feeling:  and  he  cannot  but  per- 
suade himself  that  the  candid  reader  of  his  pages  will  arrive  at  the  same  conclusions  to 
which  his  own  sincere  research  led  him,  that  there  is  no  security  against  Counterfeiting 
so  long  as  the  present  system  of  Engraving  continues  to  be  practised.  The  remedy  pro- 
posed, is  simple  and  practicable;  and  it  is  the  writer’s  firm  conviction  that  if  it  be  uni- 
versally adopted,  Counterfeiting  as  now  ordinarily  practised,  will  be  impossible. 

This  is,  assuredly,  an  end  in  which  all  Banking  Institutions,  as  well  as  the  Public 
generally,  have  a vital  interest.  The  losses  occasioned  by  Counterfeiting  are  already  enor- 
mous; and,  under  the  present  system  of  Engraving,  they  must  inevitably  become  greater. 
The  multiplication  of  Banks,  and  the  increase  of  dies  and  machinery,  are  rendering  the 
business  of  Counterfeiting  so  easy  and  so  safe,  that  its  rapid  increase  will  be  inevitable. 
But  few  persons,  whose  attention  has  not  been  directed  to  the  subject,  are  aware  of  the 
alarming  extent  to  which  this  dangerous  crime  is  now  carried.  Our  Bank  Note  Detectors 
teem  with  cautionary  notices  and  descriptions  of  counterfeits,  alterations  of  denominations, 
and  other  kinds  of  Forgery,  all  of  which  can  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  system  of  Engraving 
now  universally  in  use.  This  evil  will  go  on  till  the  paper  currency  of  the  country  be- 
comes worthless,  unless  some  remedy,  covering  all  the  sources  of  danger,  be  adopted. 

Whether  that  remedy  shall  be  adopted,  it  remains  with  Banking  Institutions  mainly  to 
decide.  It  is  for  them  to  determine  whether  the  perilous  system  now  in  use  shall  be  pro- 
longed, or  whether  a new  system,  avoiding  the  defects  of  the  old,  and  affording  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  security,  shall  take  its  place.  From  Bank  Note  Engravers, 
whose  interest,  reputation,  and  capital  are  involved  in  the  continuance  of  the  present 
system,  no  aid  in  effecting  the  needful  reform  is  to  be  expected.  Without  imputing  to 
them  any  motives  other  than  the  natural  instincts  of  interest,  to  which  all  men  are  sub- 
ject, the  Author  anticipates  their  opposition  in  any  and  every  form, — by  the  authority  of 
professional  knowledge,  by  the  imputation  of  unworthy  designs,  and  by  means  of  the  pre- 
secured confidence  of  Banking  Institutions.  It  is  not  natural  to  expect,  from  parties 
whose  interests  are  affected  by  a proposed  reform,  anything  less  than  an  opposition  pro- 
portioned to  the  amount  of  their  anticipated  losses.  If  reforms  there  he,  therefore,  it 
must  spring  from  the  enlightened  convictions  and  wisdom  of  the  Banks  themselves.  They 
can  see  the  evil,  and  without  any  professional  assistance,  they  are  able  to  judge  of  the 
merits  of  the  remedy  proposed. 
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As  they  are  the  only  sources  from  which  Bank  Notes  emanate,  they  alone  have  the 
power  to  effect  the  change  proposed.  These  Institutions  have  suffered  more  from  misin- 
formation on  the  subject  of  Engraving,  than  from  the  depredations  of  Counterfeiters;  and 
if  they  continue  to  rely  upon  the  suggestions  of  interested  parties,  every  change  will  be 
likely  to  result,  as  heretofore,  in  making  the  original  Engraving  easy  and  profitable  to  the 
Artists,  and  still  more  expensive  to  themselves.  And,  as  an  inevitable  consequence, 
rendering  counterfeiting  easy  of  accomplishment,  and  difficult  of  detection. 

We  enter  the  field  of  inquiry  untrammelled  by  interest,  seeking  for  no  exclusive 
privileges,  no  emolument  except  the  natural  support  of  those  for  whom  we  labor,  no  favor 
except  that  of  being  heard  and  respected,  and  without  any  other  aspirations  than  those 
of  being  useful — firstly,  to  Banks,  by  rendering  their  circulation  secure  against  Forgery; 
secondly,  to  Artists,  by  opening  a new  resource  for  the  exercise  of  their  talents  and  enter- 
prise; thirdly,  to  business  men,  by  inspiring  them  with  confidence  in  our  great  circulating 
medium,  which  now  requires  their  constant  watchfulness,  and  deserves  their  distrust;  and 
lastly,  to  aid  the  cause  of  morality,  by  closing  a royal  road  to  crime,  fraught  with  excite- 
ment, temptation,  and  ruin. 

It  is  to  Banks,  therefore,  that  the  Author  looks  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
in  attempting  to  effect  a reform,  of  which  they  will  reap  the  first  and  greatest  advantages. 
He  appeals  to  their  experience  of  the  evil,  and  their  candid  good  sense  to  determine  the 
advantage  of  the  change  he  proposes,  uninfluenced  by  sinister  suggestions  of  interested 
parties,  or  by  prejudices  in  favor  of  that  which  has  long  been  acquiesced  in.  With  their 
concurrence,  a change  can  be  speedily  brought  about,  which  will  give  to  our  monetary 
currency  a security  to  which  it  has  long  been  a stranger,  and  which  he  pledges  himself, 
every  reader  of  these  pages  will  be  convinced,  is  impossible  under  the  present  system  of 
Engraving. 

Though  complete  in  itself,  the  arguments  and  demonstrations  of  the  present  work 
would  be  greatly  confirmed  by  a more  minute  description  of  the  ways  and  means  by  which 
the  genuine  work  of  Bank  Note  Engravers  finds  its  way  into  the  hands  of  Counterfeiters. 
If  duly  encouraged  in  this  undertaking,  the  Author  proposes  another  and  more  elaborate 
work,  giving  a circumstantial  history  of  a large  number  of  elegant  vignettes,  denomination- 
work,  and  other  parts  of  Bank  Notes,  engraved  by  the  best  professional  Engravers,  which 
have  passed  from  the  hands  of  their  original  owners  into  other  hands.  Some  of  these 
involve  deeply  instructive  lessons,  and  much  romantic  interest;  and  their  history  will  go 
to  confirm  the  impression  of  the  present  work,  that  so  long  as  dies  and  machinery  are 
used,  there  is  no  security  from  the  Counterfeiter. 


New  York,  August  13,  1852. 


W.  L.  ORMSBY. 
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Am  Explanation  of 

Bank  Note  Engraving 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  Art  of  Bank  Note  Engraving  as  practised  in  the  United  States,  essentially  differs 
from  that  of  any  other  country.  Our  mode  is  more  expeditious,  and  our  notes  more 
beautiful;  but,  that  important  feature,  security  against  forgery , which  ought  to  be  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration,  seems  to  have  been  almost  entirely  disregarded,  or,  at 
least  to  have  escaped  that  attention,  which  a subject  of  such  importance  deserves. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  country  is  inundated  with  spurious  bank  bills,  many  of  them 

beautifully  executed.  Some  are  genuine  bills  of  broken  Banks,  altered  to  represent  those 

of  good  Banks.  Some  also,  are  impressions  from  genuine  plates  of  insolvent  institutions, 
which  are  changed  in  the  lettering,  to  bear  a general  resemblance  to  any  Bank  in  the 
country;  and  all  genuine  bills  are  now  liable  to  be  altered  from  low  to  high  denomina- 
tions. This  flood  of  spurious  paper  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  public  seems  to  regard  it 

as  without  remedy.  Banks  are  often  compelled  to  call  in  their  issues,  and  procure  new 

plates  at  great  expense. 

The  following  inventions  are  now  generally  employed  in  engraving  bank-notes.  The 
ruling  machine,  the  geometrical  lathe,  the  medal  copying  machine,  and  the  application  of 
steel  to  engraving  purposes.  These  inventions,  though  in  themselves  splendid  improve- 
ments, without  a parallel  in  the  history  of  the  fine  arts,  nevertheless,  when  applied  to  the 
manufacture  of  Bank  Notes,  furnish  the  counterfeiter  with  his  chief  facilities  of  fraud. 
For  in  order  to  make  the  above-named  inventions  available,  the  Bank  Note  Engravers  are 
compelled  to  adopt  a system  of  what  may  be  called  patchivork ; of  separate  and  distinct 
pictures,  so  arranged  on  a note,  that  one  may  be  removed  without  materially  defacing 
another.  The  lettering  also,  is  separate  and  distinct  from  the  ornamental  portion,  and 
may  be  altered,  erased,  and  changed  at  pleasure.  The  same  dies  are  used  many  times  on 
the  same  note,  and  also  on  many  notes — evidently  increasing  the  temptation  to  forgery  at 
every  repetition.  Such  also,  is  the  similarity  in  all  our  Bank  Bills,  that  the  counterfeiter 
is  enabled  to  make  one  plate  answer  for  a multitude  of  frauds. 

Our  present  Bank  Bills  are  so  cheaply  and  expeditiously  executed,  and  the  pictures 
upon  them  are  so  indiscriminately  used,  as  to  be  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  counterfeiters 
in  a great  variety  of  ways.  Now,  if  we  are  protected  from  an  overwhelming  issue  of 
spurious  money  through  the  counterfeiter’s  want  of  knowledge  of  our  imperfect  system  in 
manufacturing  the  original  plates,  it  is  important  that  the  public  should  first  understand 
that  imperfection,  and  remedy  it.  But  if  counterfeiters  already  know  the  defects  of  the 
system,  and  are  actually  availing  themselves  of  them,  it  is  of  still  greater  importance  that 
the  public  should  know  them  also,  and  take  energetic  measures  to  correct  the  evil  while 
yet  in  its  infancy. 

Counterfeiters  can  now  obtain  well-engraved  Bank  plates  in  imitation  of  those  of 
any  institution  in  the  country,  and  procure  upon  them  the  genuine  work  of  the  best  artists, 
without  their  knowledge  or  consent.  Many  of  the  original  vignettes,  denominations,  etc., 
now  seen  on  notes  in  circulation,  are  at  the  counterfeiter’s  disposal.  They  have  actually 
procured  a copper  plate  from  the  original  Bank  Note  Engravers,  ostensibly  for  a mining 
company,  and  have  erased  and  changed  the  lettering  to  represent  a five  hundred  dollar 
Treasury  Note.  What  more  convincing  proofs  of  the  weakness  of  our  present  system  of 
Bank  Note  Engraving  in  respect  to  security  against  forgery  need  be  given? 
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It  is  time  that  our  rapidly  increasing  Banking  Institutions  should  investigate  this  sub- 
ject thoroughly.  It  is  time  they  should  know  why  the  Bank  of  England  Notes,  which  are 
so  plain  and  simple,  are  not  counterfeited  as  readily  as  our  own,  which  are,  apparently,  so 
complicated,  and  so  exquisitely  beautiful.  If  it  be  a fact  that  the  safety  of  our  notes,  in 
respect  to  security  against  forgery,  has  been  sacrificed  to  the  convenience  of  the  artist  in 
manufacturing  them,  and  to  the  beauty  of  the  Notes  in  their  general  appearance,  the 
necessity  for  a radical  change  in  the  mode  of  manufacture  cannot  be  questioned. 

Objections  may  be  raised  to  the  publication  of  this  work,  on  the  ground  that  it  con- 
veys information  to  the  counterfeiters  which  will  enable  them  to  practice  their  designs 
more  successfully.  This  implies,  that  security  against  forgery  consists  in  the  secrecy  of 
manufacturing  the  original  Notes. 

But  the  truth  is,  that  secrecy  is  favorable  to  counterfeiters,  who  will  soon  discover 
any  plan,  however  ingenious.  Those  who  first  succeed,  obtain  a monopoly  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  a monopoly  of  the  business  of  manufacturing  both  the  original  and  counterfeit 
Notes,  is  equally  objectionable. 

Publicity  is  favorable  to  the  public.  A thorough  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  en- 
graving Bank  Notes,  will  render  the  detection  of  a spurious  production  a matter  of 
certainty;  providing,  however,  the  manner  of  constructing  and  executing  the  original  Note 
is  founded  on  correct  principles. 

The  object  and  aim  of  this  work  will  be,  firstly,  to  prove  that  the  present  system  of 
engraving  Bank  Notes  is  not  founded  on  correct  principles  to  prevent  forgery.  And, 
secondly,  to  describe  a system  which  will  give  the  utmost  amount  of  protection  in  this 
respect. 

A work  of  this  nature  ought  certainly,  to  claim  the  serious  attention,  not  only  of 
Bankers,  but  of  every  philanthropic  mind.  If  our  Bank  Notes  are  easily  counterfeited, 
the  temptations  to  crime  are  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  paper  circulation.  By  render- 
ing the  counterfeiting  difficult,  we  remove  the  temptation,  and  thus  contribute  to  the 
advancement  of  human  happiness. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  reader  to  possess  a thorough  knowledge  of  this  system 
in  order  to  comprehend  its  defects;  and  this  we  believe  will  sufficiently  explain  our  motive 
in  giving  a comprehensive  view  of  the  private,  though  simple  arrangements  of  Bank  Note 
Engraving  Establishments. 

Some  of  these  Establishments  have  been  in  operation  for  nearly  thirty  years,  vet  their 
process  and  machinery  have  never  been  explained  to  the  public.  As  their  secresy  no  longer 
serves  to  protect  the  public  from  a fraudulent  imitation  of  their  labor,  an  exposition  of 
them  can  do  no  harm,  while  it  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  obvious  defects  of  the  system 
they  adopt,  and  the  facilities  which  counterfeiters  enjoy  in  imitating  their  work.  Security 
against  counterfeiters  must  have  some  surer  basis  than  secresy;  for  no  monopoly  of 
abilities,  nor  seclusion  from  the  public  eye,  nor  fidelity  of  professional  artists,  can  pro- 
tect these  Establishments  from  the  scrutiny  of  the  fraudulent. 


Description  of 

Bank  Note  Engraving 

The  business  of  Bank  Note  Engraving  is  usually  conducted  by  professional  artists; 
though,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  personal  ability  to  engrave  is  not  indispensable  to  the 
conductor  of  it.  A capital  of  about  two  thousand  dollars,  an  extensive  acquaintance  and 
influence  with  Directors  of  Banking  Institutions,  and  apt  business  capacities,  are  all  that 
are  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  art. 
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The  usual  components  of  an  Establishment  of  this  kind  are,  an  office  for  the  trans- 
action of  business;  rooms  for  the  engraving,  hardening,  and  transferring  of  the  dies  to 
hank-plates;  and  a print-department  of  greater  or  less  extent.  No  restraints  are  placed 
upon  the  workmen  employed  in  the  various  departments  of  the  business,  which  are  not 
imposed  upon  those  engaged  in  any  other  branch  of  mechanical  labor.  Whatever  merit, 
therefore,  is  due  to  the  Establishment  for  integrity  and  secresy,  belongs  equally  to  all  the 
members  of  it,  from  the  humblest  errand  boy  to  the  principals  themselves;  for  all  have  it 
equally  in  their  power  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  which  the  Establishment  affords, 
for  illicit  purposes.  The  various  instruments  and  machines  used  in  the  engraving  of  Bank 
Notes  we  will  now  severally  describe. 


The  most  important  of  the  Bank  Note  Engraver’s  implements,  is  the  Transfer  Press. 
The  function  of  this  is  to  multiply  the  small  engravings  of  the  Note,  without  re-engraving, 
in  perfect  fac-simile,  and  to  any  extent.  The  facility  which  this  machine  affords  for  mul- 
tiplying the  finest  engravings,  enables  the  artist  to  spend  more  of  his  labor  and  skill  in 
finishing  his  vignette,  since  it  may  be  used  many  times  over,  in  different  designs  for  notes, 
checks,  certificates,  labels,  etc. 


The  JRmling  Machine 


The  next  in  importance  is  the  Ruling  Machine,  now  universally  in  use  among  en- 
gravers. It  is  employed  in  a variety  of  forms,  as  in  executing  the  sky  of  a vignette,  the 
background  of  a portrait,  the  shading  of  letters,  etc.,  which  constitute  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  actual  labor  to  be  done  in  Bank  Note  Engraving. 

The  Medal  Copying  Machine 

This  machine  is  used  for  the  execution  of  that  portion  of  Bank  Bills  which  resem- 
bles has  relief,  and  is  generally  attached  to  the  Ruling  Machine. 

The  Geometrical  Tathe 

This  machine  is  used  to  produce  the  white  line  net-work  seen  in  ovals,  circles,  and 
strips  of  Bank  Bills,  in  which  the  figures  denoting  the  denomination  of  the  bill  are  placed. 
It  is  seldom  used  after  a few  specimens  are  obtained;  and  many  Establishments  dispense 
with  it  altogether,  content  to  purchase  the  productions  of  others. 

These  implements  constitute  all  the  machinery  necessary  to  furnish  the  Bank  Note 
Engraver’s  atelier,  on  the  prevailing  plan  in  this  country.  They  are  few  and  not  expensive. 
Their  average  net  cost  may  be  estimated  as  follows: 


The  Bogardus  Transfer  Press  $500.00 

The  Friction  Ruling  Machine,  with  the  Medal  attachment  100.00 

A variety  of  Geometrical  Lathe  work  50.00 

Desk  tools,  together  with  a stock  of  blank  plates  and  dies  sufficient  for  the 

commencement  of  business  1 50.00 


Total  $800.00 


Tlie  Printing  Department 

A well-fitted  department  for  printing  Bank  Notes  would  require  an  additional  invest- 
ment for  machinery,  etc.;  but  it  is  an  entirely  separate  branch  of  business,  and  may  be  pro- 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  ONE. 


The  Transfer  Press. 


Figure  Onf.— The  Transfer  Press,  represented  in  a position  to  take  up  in  relief,  on  a cylinder  die, 
the  engraving  cn  the  bed-piece. 

Number  Two — The  bed-piece,  which  is  case-hardened. 

Number  Three — The  steel  cylinder,  which  has  been  made  soft  by  annealing. 

Number  Four — The  foot  lever;  by  means  of  which  the  cylinder  is  pressed  upon  the  bed-piece. 

Number  Five — The  hand  lever,  which  forces  the  beam  (number  six)  backward  and  forward. 

Number  S:x — The  beam,  which  has  a motion  backward  and  forward. 

Number  Seven — The  screw,  for  elevating  and  depressing  the  bed  of  the  machine. 

Figure  Two. — The  engraved  bed-piece. — The  vignette  uyon  it  is  produced  by  concave  lines  cut 
into  the  steel  by  the  hand  and  implements  of  the  Artist. 


Figure  Three. — A side  and  front  view  of  the  cylinder  die.  The  vignette  upon  it  is  produced 
by  pressure  upon  the  bed-piece.  The  lines,  of  course,  are  convex,  and  after  the  dies  have  been  case- 
hardened,  are  readily  transferred  again  in  any  required  spot  in  a Bank  Plate. 


It  will  be  seen  that  only  one  half  of  the  cylinder  can  be  used  to  take  up  the  engraving,  as  here 
represented  : but  an  arbor,  or  mandrel,  may  be  employed  in  a manner  which  will  permit  the  engravings 
to  be  taken  up  on  the  entire  periphery  of  the  cylinder. 


The  honor  of  the  invention  of  this  method  of  transferring  engravings  from  one  piece  of  steel  to 
another,  belongs  to  our  distinguished  countryman,  Jacob  Perkins,  whose  portrait  may  be  seen  on  Plate 
Ten,  Figure  Ten. 


Transfer  Presses  have  been  made  in  various  ways.  The  one  represented  in  the  engraving  is,  we 
believe,  the  best,  and  is  the  invention  of  our  ingenious  fellow  citizen,  James  Bogardus,  Esq.  The  writer 
has  constructed  one  of  these  presses  for  Mr.  Wellstood;  one  for  Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  and  Hatch, 
the  well-known  Bank  Note  Engravers,  of  this  city;  and  is  now  constructing  one  for  his  own  use.  The 
cost  of  such  a press  is  about  five  hundred  dollars. 


cured  of  any  professional  printer,  without  the  outlay  of  any  capital  in  this  part  of  the 
Bank  Note  Engraver’s  work. 


Bank  Note  EDies 

We  will  now  proceed  to  describe  succinctly,  the  mode  of  preparing  the  Bank  Note 
dies.  All  the  vignettes,  portraits,  and  scroll  ornaments,  that  adorn  the  usual  Bank  Note, 
are  first  engraved  on  soft  pieces  of  steel,  of  about  the  thickness  of  window  glass,  which 
are  called  in  professional  parlance,  “bed  pieces’’.  A representation  of  one  of  these  may 
be  found  in  Plate  One,  Figure  Two,  where  it  appears  in  full  size,  with  the  engraving 
upon  it.  When  finished,  this  bed-piece  undergoes  a process  called  “case-hardening” — a 
process  so  fully  described  in  mechanical  books,  as  to  need  no  description  here.  It  is  then 
placed  in  the  Transfer  Press.  Plate  One,  Figure  One,  Number  Two.) 

The  die  is  a steel  cylinder,  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  of  width  varying  from  half 
an  inch  to  about  three  inches,  according  to  the  size  of  the  vignette  or  ornament  to  be 
transferred  to  it.  Plate  One,  Figure  Three,  is  a full-sized  representation  of  a cylinder 
die,  with  the  same  engraving  upon  it  that  is  seen  upon  the  bed-piece  in  the  same  plate. 


[Editor’s  Note. — In  Ormsby’s  book  all  the  full  page  plates  except  No.  s are  in  a separate  section  at 
the  back,  each  with  a description  on  the  facing  page.  Plate  5 is  used  as  a frontispiece,  but  also  has  an 
abbreviated  description  in  the  back  in  addition  to  the  more  detailed  description  in  the  text.  In  this  reprint 
most  of  the  plates  will  be  reproduced  as  they  are  discussed  in  the  text,  so  that  the  reader  will  not  have  to 
wait  till  the  last  installment  to  see  them.] 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  FOUR. 

Geometrical  Lathe  Work. 

This  plate  represents  the  Geometrical  Lathe  work  denominations,  for  Bank  Notes. 

Figure  Twenty — is  a representation  of  the  natural  production  of  the  machine — that  is,  the  lines 
are  black,  upon  a white  ground.  It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  other  figures  have  the  white  line  upon 
the  black  ground.  The  method  of  producing  this  latter  effect,  is  the  following: — The  Geometrical  Lathe 
executes  the  work,  as  seen  in  Figure  Twenty,  on  a thin  piece  of  steel;  this  thin  piece  of  steel  is  case 
hardened.  Another  thin  piece  of  steel,  made  soft  by  annealing,  is  then  placed  upon  it,  and  both  are 
subjected  to  pressure  in  the  Transfer  Press  by  rolling  a cylinder  over  the  surface.  The  soft  piece  of 
steel  will  thus  receive  an  impression  in  relief,  of  the  original  lines  cut  by  the  machine.  If  an  im- 
pression is  now  taken  from  it,  on  paper,  by  surface  or  letter-press  printing,  the  lines  will  appear  black, 
as  seen  in  Figure  Twenty;  but  if  an  impression  is  taken  by  the  copper-plate  printing  process,  namely, 
by  filling  in  with  ink,  and  wiping  the  surface  clean  and  bright,  the  white  line  upon  a black  ground 
will  be  the  result,  as  seen  in  all  the  other  figures  of  Plate  Three  [Four]. 

The  process  of  obtaining  finished  denomination  dies,  has  already  been  described  in  the  body  of  this 
work. 

Figure  Three — represents  the  original  oval  from  which,  Figures  Twelve,  Nineteen,  and 
Twenty-One  were  produced. 

Figures  Nineteen  and  Twenty-One,  it  will  be  observed,  are  somewhat  alike.  The  first  is 
produced  by  one  impression  of  the  die.  The  second  is  the  result  of  the  impressions  of  two  dies  as  fol- 
lows: the  outside  portion  of  Figure  Nineteen  is  taken  up  on  a cylinder,  and  transferred  into  the  plate, 
as  seen  in  Figure  Twenty-One.  The  Five  is  then  transferred  in  the  centre,  by  another  die.  Any 
denomination  may  be  produced  in  like  manner. 

We  believe  that  to  Mr.  Cyrus  Durand  is  due  the  highest  praise  for  improvements  in  the  Geo- 
metrical Lathe;  though  much  is  due  Mr.  Mason,  of  Philadelphia;  and  Mr.  James  Bogardus,  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Bogardus  has  constructed  a machine  which  produces  a variety  of  patterns,  on  the  principle 
of  the  kaleidoscope. 

Yet  there  is  no  protection  against  forgery  in  any  work  of  this  kind — not  even  so  much  as  would 
be  effected  in  the  most  ordinary  work  executed  by  the  hand  of  a third  or  fourth  rate  Artist.  Rows  of 
black  dots,  however  accurate  the  mechanical  arrangement,  bear  no  comparison  in  respect  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  imitation,  with  a portrait,  a landscape,  or  a group  of  human  figures. 

It  is,  in  our  opinion,  exceedingly  injudicious  to  use  Geometrical  Lathe  work  on  a Bank  Note.  The 
specimens  which  this  plate  represents,  are  all  genuine  Bank  Note  dies,  which  having  been  transferred  on 
steel  plates  by  the  original  Bank  Note  Engravers,  indiscriminately,  are,  we  have  too  much  reason  to 
believe,  already  in  the  hands  of  Counterfeiters,  together  with  thousands  of  others  equal  to  these  in  work- 
manship. In  proof  of  this  we  have  only  to  mention  that  these  specimens  were  found  circulating  pro- 
miscuously in  the  community,  and  were  purchased  by  the  writer  for  a mere  trifle: — some,  indeed,  were 
furnished  us  gratuitously.  The  only  remedy  now,  is,  to  discontinue  the  use  of  this  kind  of  work  alto- 
gether, for  Bank  Note  Engraving  purposes. 


Now  in  order  to  obtain  the  engraving  on  the  cylinder,  or  to  “take  it  up",  as  it  is 

technically  called,  it  is  placed  upon  the  bed-piece  in  the  Transfer  Press,  (as  seen  in  Plate 

One,  Figure  One,  Number  Three.)  A heavy  pressure  is  put  upon  the  cylinder  by  means 
of  the  foot-lever,  (Number  Four,)  and  the  beam  (Number  Six,)  moved  backward  and 
forward  by  means  of  the  hand-lever,  (Number  Five,)  by  which  the  soft  steel  of  the 
cylinder  is  pressed  upon  the  hardened  bed-piece,  until  a complete  impression  is  made  upon 
the  cylinder  in  relief.  The  cylinder  die  thus  produced,  without  the  slightest  possible 

defacement  or  injury  of  the  bed-piece,  is  then  case-hardened,  and  is  ready  for  use  in 

transferring  the  engraving  upon  it  to  any  required  place,  in  a steel  plate  for  a Bank 
Note,  or  any  other  purpose. 


THie  Geometrical  Latlie^Work 

The  figures  on  the  Bank  Note  denoting  denomination,  as  1,  2,  3,  5,  etc.,  are  obtained 
on  the  die  in  a finished  state,  in  the  following  manner:  The  lathe-work  is  taken  up  on  a 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  FIVE. 

(See  Frontispiece.) 

Multiplying  Geometrical  Figures. 

A detailed  description  of  this  plate  will  be  found  in  Part  First  of  this  work. 

We  will  state  in  addition,  that  the  writer  designed  and  engraved  two  large  specimen  sheets  for 
Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  & Hatch,  in  this  style  of  work,  one  of  which,  was  made  entirely  out  of  a 
section  of  one-eighth  of  an  oval. 

The  use  of  a Transfer  Press  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  multiplication  of  these  Geometrical 
figures.  By  substituting  softer  metals,  such  as  copper  and  lead  for  steel,  the  necessity  of  case-hardening 
is  obviated,  and  a common  hand  vice  may  be  substituted  for  a Transfer  Press.  Besides,  the  electro- 
typing process  furnishes  a perfect  and  simple  method  of  producing  duplicate  copies  of  any  Engraved 
plate. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  that  if  eight  sections  of  an  oval,  which  can  be  procured  by  electrotyping  are 
matched  together,  so  as  to  form  a circle,  an  electrotype  copy  of  the  whole  may  be  procured.  This 
process  is  actually  more  perfect  than  the  one  employed  to  execute  the  dies  for  Plate  Five.  It  is  a slower 
process;  but  speed  is  no  object  to  the  Counterfeiter.  It  is  a simple  process,  and  does  its  work  silently, 
and  in  the  dark. 

It  is,  moreover,  a process  requiring  the  outlay  of  a very  few  shillings  in  money  to  procure  the 
necessary  implements,  and  therefore  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Counterfeiter. 


cylinder  in  the  manner  previously  described,  and  the  figures,  or  letters,  are  scraped  off, 
to  produce  the  white  face  figures,  as  seen  in  Plate  Four,  Figure  One.  An  impression  of 
the  die  is  made  on  a steel  bed-piece,  and  the  letters  are  “finished  up”  by  the  engraver. 
The  bed-piece  is  then  hardened,  and  a die  is  again  taken  up,  to  give  the  finished  impression 
seen  in  Plate  Four,  Figure  Two.  By  this  process,  the  various  figures  seen  on  Plate 
Four,  are  made  ready  on  the  several  dies,  to  be  used  in  transferring  these  engravings 
into  plates  for  Bank  Notes. 

Multiplying  Geometrical  Figures 

A single  lathe-work  oval  can  be  multiplied  into  an  almost  unlimited  variety  by  the 
following  process.  The  oval,  (Plate  Five,  Figure  One,)  is  taken  up  in  relief  on  a cylinder 
die,  and  scraped  off  again,  except  a section  of  one-eighth  of  a circle.  Thus  prepared,  the 
die  will  give  the  impression  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figure  Two. 

Figure  Two  is  then  transferred  to  a steel  bed-piece  eight  times,  and  produces  the 
impression  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figure  Three. 

A die  is  then  taken  up  from  Figure  Three,  and  scraped  off  again,  leaving  another 
section  of  one-eighth.  The  figure  will  now  be  larger,  as  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figure  Four. 

Figure  Four  is  also  transferred  eight  times,  to  a steel  bed-piece,  producing  the  im- 
pression seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figures  Five  and  Five. 

Figure  Five  can  also  be  used  for  the  back  plates  of  Notes,  as  seen  in  Plate  hive, 
Figure  Six. 

A parallel  section  of  Figure  Three  is  taken  up  on  a die,  giving  the  impression  seen 
in  Plate  Five,  Figure  Seven. 

Figure  Seven  is  then  transferred  to  a steel  bed-piece,  giving  the  impression  seen  in 
Plate  Five,  Figure  Eight. 

From  the  bed-piece  of  Figure  Eight,  dies  are  made,  to  produce  the  impressions  seen 
in  Plate  hive,  Figures  Nine  and  Ten. 
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Prom  the  bed-piece  of  Figure  Two,  a die  is  taken  up,  and  a portion  in  the  center  is 
scraped  off,  to  produce  the  impression  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figure  Eleven. 

In  the  bed-piece  of  Figure  Eleven  any  required  letters  may  be  engraved,  and  dies 
taken  up  to  produce  the  impressions  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figures  Twelve  and  Thirteen. 

Figures  Twelve  and  Thirteen  may  be  transferred  in  a variety  of  ways,  to  vary 
the  design,  by  matching  in  different  places.  Sections  of  these  figures  may  also  be  taken 
up  to  give  the  impressions  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figures  Five  and  Five.  The  letters  Three 
and  Five  would  then  appear  eight  times,  in  the  eight  stars  formed  in  the  circle. 

From  Figure  Five,  a die  may  be  taken  up,  and  scraped  off  again,  leaving  the  central 
portion,  and  will  give  the  impressions  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figures  Sixteen  and  Seventeen. 

From  the  bed-pieces  of  Figures  Twelve  and  Thirteen,  dies  may  be  taken  up,  and 
scraped  off  again,  leaving  the  portion  in  the  center  as  before,  and  they  will  then  give  the 
impressions  seen  in  Plate  Five,  Figures  Twenty  and  Twenty-one. 

These  figures  can  be  changed,  varied,  and  multiplied,  by  continuing  the  process,  to  any 
length. 


The  Medallion  is  the  ornamental  portion  of  the  Bank  Note  engraved  by  machinery, 
resembling  bas  relief.  (Plate  Six.)  It  is  made  principally  by  the  plain  Ruling  Machine, 
with  the  medal  attachment,  which  copies,  by  a succession  of  lines  running  entirely  across 
the  design,  whatever  medal,  coin,  or  relief  pattern  is  placed  in  it.  The  medals  most  gen- 
erally used  for  Bank  Notes  are  selected  from  specimens  obtained  from  plaster  image 
venders;  though  original  designs  are  sometimes  procured  for  the  purpose. 


The  Lettering 

The  name  of  the  Bank,  the  State,  and  the  Town;  the  number,  check-letter,  Cashier 
and  President;  the  words  “will  pay”,  “to  bearer”,  “on  demand”,  “Ten  Dollars”,  etc.,  are 
all  transferred  to  the  bank-plate,  in  a short  space  of  time,  by  means  of  dies,  which  will 
answer  the  purpose  for  any  number  of  plates. 


The  title  of  the  Bank  is  most  usually  required  to  be  engraved  anew;  though  in  the 
regular  course  of  business  for  years,  an  Engraving  Establishment  will  be  apt  to  accumu- 
late a number  of  titles,  such  as  Farmers’  Bank,  Merchants'  Bank,  or  Mechanics’  Bank, 
which  will  answer  for  plates  of  any  Bank  of  the  same  name. 


The  Comptroller’s  Die 

This  die  is  peculiar  to  the  Bills  issued  by  the  Free  Banks.  The  vignette  design  em- 
braces the  arms  of  the  State  in  which  the  Bank  is  located.  T.  he  words  “countersigned  and 
registered  in  the  Bank  Department”,  or  others  of  similar  import,  usually  make  the  border 
of  the  vignette,  in  an  oval  form,  as  in  Plate  Three,  Figure  Two. 


The  Red  Letters 

The  red  letters,  One,  Two,  Three,  etc.,  seen  on  the  back  and  face  of  many  Notes, 
as  if  the  ink  had  penetrated  the  paper  at  one  impression,  are  made  by  the  following  simple 
process:  wood  or  metal  cuts  of  the  required  letters  are  placed  in  a common  printing- 
press;  the  “form”  inked  with  red.  The  first  impression  is  pulled  upon  the  “tympan 
sheet”,  which  moves  on  a hinge.  The  form  is  inked  again  with  red;  the  bill  placed  upon 
it,  and  an  impression  made  upon  its  face,  while  at  the  same  time,  a corresponding  impres- 
sion is  made  upon  the  back,  by  an  offset  from  the  tympan  sheet. 
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Such  are  the  processes  by  which  a Bank  Note  is  engraved  in  this  country.  The  sim- 
plicity and  ease  with  which  they  are  performed,  will  thus  be  seen.  To  complete  our  sur- 
vey of  the  Bank  Note  Engraver’s  business,  let  us  estimate  the  necessary  amount  of 
capital  required  successfully  to  carry  it  on. 

Capital 

The  amount  of  capital  required  to  purchase  the  machinery  and  the  stock  requisite  to 
commence  the  business,  we  have  estimated  to  be  Eight  Hundred  Dollars.  To  this  must 
be  added  the  cost  of  engraving  and  preparing  the  first  set  of  dies.  If  the  conductors  of  the 
business  are  themselves  professional  artists,  they  will  produce  by  their  own  labor,  in  a few 
weeks,  vignettes,  denominations,  etc.,  sufficient  for  the  execution  of  a bank-plate,  without 
any  further  outlay  of  capital.  But  if  not  professional  Engravers,  which  is  sometimes 
actually  the  case,  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  would  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose; 
making  the  total  amount  of  capital  required,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Dollars. 


The  established  prices  for  engraving  and  printing  Bank  Notes  are  the  following: 


Engraving  a steel  plate  of  four  notes,  of  any  denomination  $500.00 

Half  plate  250.00 

Printing  a plate  of  four  Notes,  per  one  hundred  impressions  2.50 

Half  Plate  1.50 


Commencement  of  Business 

At  the  commencement  of  business,  if  an  order  be  received  for  a full  suite  of  plates 
for  the  Railroad  Bank,  for  example,  which  has  a circulation,  we  will  suppose,  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  plates  may  be  arranged  as  follows: 

One  whole  steel  plate,  containing  four  Ones. 

One  whole  steel  plate,  containing  three  Twos,  and  one  Three. 

One  whole  steel  plate,  containing  two  Fives,  one  Ten,  and  one  Twenty. 

One  half  plate  containing  Fifty  and  One  Hundred. 

The  supposed  circulation  of  the  Rail  Road  Bank  will  require  the  following  amount 
of  printing: 


20.000  impressions  of  the  plate  of  four  Ones,  giving  $ 80,000 

10.000  impressions  of  the  plate  of  Twos  and  Threes  90,000 

1,500  impressions  of  the  plate  of  Fives,  Ten,  and  Twenty  60,000 

500  impressions  of  the  plate  of  Fifty  and  One  Hundred  75,000 


32,000  impressions  making  the  supposed  circulation  of  $305,000 


The  Printing  may  be  procured,  without  expense  to  the  Engraver,  of  the  best  copper 
plate  printers,  for  one  dollar  and  a half  for  one  hundred  impressions. 


Thirty-two  thousand  impressions  will  therefore  cost  the  Engraver  $ 480.00 

Add  the  amount  invested  in  dies,  machinery  and  stock,  as  before  estimated  1,800.00 

and  we  have  a total  of  $2,280.00 

This  comprises  the  whole  amount  of  capital  requisite  to  commence  the  business  of 
Bank  Note  Engraving,  and  to  execute  the  first  order. 


For  the  above  work,  the  Artist’s  bill  to  the  Bank  will  be  as  follows: 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  SEVEN. 

A Steel  Plate  of  Four  Bank  Notes. 

Our  largest  Banking  Institutions  generally  have  a steel  plate  of  four  One  Dollar  Bills  engraved, 
for  the  sake  of  economy  in  the  printing.  The  engraving  of  a One  Dollar  Bank  Note,  therefore,  costs 
the  Bank  Five  Hundred  Dollars. 

Plate  Seven — is  introduced  to  show  the  rapidity  of  executing,  by  means  of  dies,  a plate  of  four 
Bank  Notes  on  steel. 

This  plate  was  transferred  by  a son  of  the  writer,  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  Twelve  Hours. 

The  lettering  on  this  plate,  was  originally  engraved  by  a gentleman  who  is  now  at  the  head  of 
this  department,  in  one  of  our  largest  Bank  Note  Engraving  Establishments. 

The  oval  denomination  figure  One,  which  is  seen  on  the  right,  was  originally  engraved  by  Durand 
& Co.,  and  is,  we  believe,  still  used  on  genuine  Bank  Notes. 

The  vignette  in  the  center  of  the  Bill,  was  copied  from  a Bank  Note;  the  sea  view,  and  the 
Steamer,  being  introduced  instead  of  a Bridge. 

A Counterfeiter  would  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  well  engraved  copies  of  any  Bank  Note  in 
this  country,  by  cutting  the  Note  into  parts,  and  employing  different  Artists  to  make  facsimiles. 

Any  person  who  understands  the  system  of  constructing  our  Notes,  could  proceed,  unsuspected,  in 
obtaining  piece  by  piece,  from  the  very  best  Artists  in  the  country,  fac-similes  of  the  various  parts  of 
many  Bank  Notes,  which  could  be  carried  in  his  waistcoat  pocket.  These  detached  parts,  could  be 
fitted  together,  so  as  to  be  locked  up  in  a form,  producing  a variety  of  combinations  representing  the 
genuine  appearance  of  almost  an  unlimited  number  of  Bank  Bills. 

The  writer  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  his  pride  and  satisfaction,  that  though  the  weakness 
of  this  system  of  engraving  has  always  been  apparent  to  the  Artists  of  this  country,  from  the  humblest 
to  the  most  exalted,  yet  there  has  hardly  been  an  instance  of  an  attempt  at  dishonesty.  The  Bank  Note 
Engravers,  who  stand  deservedly  high  in  the  estimation  of  Bank  Presidents  and  Directors,  sometimes 
send  their  steel  plates  containing  four  Notes,  to  the  shops  of  card  and  label  engravers  to  receive  the 
last  finishing  touches  of  an  ingenious  and  honest  Artist.  There  seems  to  be  no  distrust  of  each  other  in 
the  profession  ; a circumstance  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  highly  commendable. 


Engraving  Plate  of  Four  Ones  $ 500.00 

Engraving  Plate  of  Twos  and  Threes  500.00 

Engraving  Plate  of  Two  Fives,  One  Ten,  and  One  Twenty  500.00 

Engraving  Half  Plate  of  Fifty  and  One  Hundred  250.00 

Printing  32,000  impressions,  full  Plate,  at  $2.50  800.00 

Printing  500  impressions,  half  Plate,  at  $1.50  7.50 


$2-557-50 

If  we  now  deduct  the  whole  amount  of  investment  as  before  estimated,  2,280.00,  we 
shall  have  a remaining  balance  of  profit,  on  the  completion  of  the  first  order,  of  Two 
Hundred  and  Seventy-Seven  Dollars  and  Fifty  Cents,  without  taking  into  account  the  small 
profits  on  bank-paper,  certificates  of  stock,  cashier’s  checks,  drafts,  etc. 

Extensive  influence  with  the  Presidents  and  Directors  of  Hanking  Institutions  is  only 
necessary  to  a rapid  succession  of  orders,  which,  after  the  first  outlay  for  machinery,  and 
the  accumulation  of  dies,  can  be  executed  with  great  rapidity  and  cheapness.  The 
system  of  engraving  the  Bank  Note  as  we  have  shown,  requires  only  a few  dies,  in  order 
to  effect  a great  variety  of  changes;  as  these  dies  have  never  been  known  to  wear  out  by 
use,  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  make  one  set  answer  the  engraver’s  purpose  for  any 
length  of  time.  If  the  use  of  dies  in  the  engraving  of  Bank  Notes  were,  as  is  supposed, 
really  a security  against  forgery,  it  would  be  desirable  in  a moral  point  of  view,  not  less 
than  for  the  pecuniary  profit,  to  make  use  of  but  one  set  for  the  execution  of  any  number 
of  plates. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  53 


29 


T 


iiltD  J1UM) 

v// /"'y  ONE  DOLL AR  ' // // //?*///// 

/,  imiCL&X  /i 


SLV.tr,  IsiUAD  l£iiVtf_S  , 


fj]  ONE  DOLLAR 

/,  //V/t//,,  Amili&L  /t 


iliXLEi  liiUAD  liii&TJS, 

Z//Z///,/y  O N E DOLLAR  ///  ,/, ///,///,/ 


f r /ft////  AD:Klx\S3, 


Plate  7. 
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But  if  on  the  other  hand,  the  temptation  to  counterfeit  any  vignette,  or  design  upon 
the  Bank  Note,  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  times  that  vignette  is  repeated  on  other 
Notes,  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  dies  ought  not  to  be  used  more  than  once.  If  every 
repetition  of  Bank  Note  dies  facilitates  the  imitation  and  illicit  use,  a fact  which  we 
shall  fully  illustrate  and  prove,  no  one  unconnected  with  Bank  Note  Engraving  Establish- 
ments will  presume  to  recommend  the  employment  of  them  any  longer,  at  least,  for  the 
purposes  under  consideration. 


The  above  description  apprises  the  reader  of  the  great  improvements  which  have  been 
introduced  into  the  business  of  Bank  Note  Engraving  within  a brief  period.  In  order  to 
render  these  improvements  still  more  intelligible  to  the  general  reader,  we  will  remark, 
that  about  fifty  years  ago,  an  Engraver  was  employed  almost  a week  in  executing  a single 
Copper-plate  Bank  Note,  the  usual  price  of  which  was  Eight  Dollars.  By  means  of  late 
inventions,  Artists  are  now  able  to  execute  a more  beautiful  Steel  Plate  of  a single 
Note  in  three  hours,  for  which  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Five  Dollars  is  the  usual  price. 
Where  the  old  Engravers  produced  one  Plate,  the  Artists  of  the  present  day  produce 
twenty;  and  where  Banks  formerly  paid  Eight  Dollars,  Institutions  of  the  present  day 
pay  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Five.  Yet  it  may  be  easily  demonstrated  that  the  old 
style  of  Note  possessed,  in  every  respect,  a greater  security  against  forgery. 

It  may  be  mentioned  in  further  illustration  of  the  facility  with  which  Bank  Notes 
are  reproduced  under  the  present  system,  that  Plate  Seven,  a representation  of  a Plate  of 
four  Ones,  with  the  lettering  complete  for  the  Rail  Road  Bank,  was  executed  by  a son 
of  the  writer,  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  twelve  hours.  The  same  young  man,  though  not  a 
practical  Engraver,  can  effect  an  imitation  equally  perfect,  of  any  Bill  or  Plate  used  in 
this  country,  with  the  same  rapidity,  by  procuring  the  engraving  of  the  separate  parts,  by 
different  Artists,  and  composing  them  together,  as  this  was  done. 

He  can  accomplish  all  this  without  giving  any  cause  of  suspicion  as  to  his  ulterior 
object.  Every  Bank  Bill  in  this  country  is  composed  of  many  separate  and  distinct  parts; 
and  as  the  original  plates  are  engraved  in  parts,  so  the  counterfeiting  of  them  can  be 
effected  in  parts  also.  The  counterfeiter  is  not  obliged  to  execute  his  fraudulent  plate 
himself,  nor  to  reveal  his  criminal  intent  to  those  whom  he  employs. 

Some  idea  may  thus  be  obtained  of  the  facility  with  which  counterfeiting  may  be 
effected — an  idea  which  will  be  fully  illustrated  in  the  subsequent  pages  of  this  work. 

\The  reprinting  of  Orrnsby’s  book  will  be  continued  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal .] 


Stamp  of  the  American  Letter  Mail  Co. 
Engraved  by  W.  L.  Ormsby,  1844. 
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Government  Gift  Books  of 
Portraits  and  Vignettes 

There  seems  to  be  a growing  popularity  of  the  Government  gift  books  that  were 
brought  to  our  attention  by  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  in  the  Essay-Proof  Journal,  Vol.  12, 
No.  47,  July  1955.  We  believe  it  may  be  of  interest  to  collectors  to  make  a bibliography 
of  those  now  extant. 

So  that  we  can  compile  a list  of  these  rare  and  interesting  volumes  of  die  proofs,  all 
holders  of  these  tomes  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the  editor  and  supply  any  infor- 
mation they  think  would  be  of  interest.  More  pertinent  data  might  be: 

1.  Name  of  recipient. 

2.  Names  and  titles  appearing  on  title  page. 

3.  Color  of  seal. 

4.  Size,  color  and  gilding  of  binding. 

5.  Number  of  plates,  etc.,  etc. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  the  time  of  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal  we  will  have  heard 
from  owners  and  will  be  able  to  offer  a list  which  may  throw  more  light  on  the  mystery 
that  surrounds  these  fascinating  books. — Editor. 


Some  U.  S.  Revenue  Proofs  at  FIPEX 

In  the  great  exhibit  of  Morton  Dean  Joyce,  if  I copied  correctly,  were  the  following 
high  values : 

One  $5000,  in  black,  green  and  yellow. 

Two  $500,  2nd  Issue,  colors  of  original. 

Six  $200,  2nd  Issue,  colors  of  original. 

Five  $5  Proprietary,  two  with  red  centers,  one  blank  center. 

Five  $1  Proprietary. 

Four  50c  Proprietary. 

In  the  Smithsonian  exhibit  were  the  1950  Issue  of  Distilled  Spirits  Excise  Tax,  block 

of  four  $50,000,  and  thirteen  from  $100  to  $50,000,  color  yellow-green.  Also  the  follow- 

ing: 

One  50c  Proprietary  Revenue,  green  and  black. 

One  $5  Proprietary  Revenue,  green  and  black. 

One  $200  2nd  Issue  Revenue  Proof,  black,  blue  and  red. 

One  $500  2nd  Issue  Revenue  Proof,  black,  blue  and  red. 

One  $5000  2nd  Issue  Revenue  Proof,  black,  blue  and  red. 

The  above  were  proofs.  In  the  Joyce  exhibit  there  were  many  originals. 

I saw  only  two  of  the  $5000  2nd  Issue  1872  proofs. 

Samltel  W.  Comstock,  E.  P.  S.  320. 


Stamp  Design  from  Poster 

The  basis  for  the  Finnish  Festival  Games  stamps  of  1947  was  an  idea  used  in  a 
festival  poster.  Aarne  Karjalainen  drew  up  the  stamp  design  and  A.  Lauren  engraved  it. 
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Bank  Note  Origan  of  the 
S.  Two  Cent  Stamp  of  1863 


By  Joseph  G.  Reinis 


In  1863  the  United  States  Government  issued  its  first  two  cent  stamp,  now  familiarly 
known  to  collectors  as  the  “Black  Jack”.  An  act  approved  March  3,  1863  (Session  III, 
Chapter  71,  Section  23  of  the  37th  Congress)  provided  that  “Drop  letters  will  be  charged 
two  cents,  to  be  prepaid  by  postage  stamps”,  and  abolished  the  carrier  fee.  The  National 
Bank  Note  Co.  was  contracted  to  prepare  this  stamp,  and  on  July  6,  1863,  the  new  value 
of  the  series  of  1861  was  issued  bearing  a likeness  of  Andrew  Jackson. 


Enlarged  Die  Proof  of  U.  S.  18(>3  Two  Cent  Stamp 
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Two  years  earlier  an  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress  of  March  8,  1 86 1 , authorized 
the  first  issue  of  Confederate  currency.  The  $iOCO  denomination  had  as  one  of  the 
vignettes  an  engraved  portrait  of  Andrew  Jackson.  The  original  source  of  design  for  this 
vignette  is  attributed  to  the  miniature  painting  of  Jackson  done  in  1842  by  John  Wood 
Dodge  (1807-1893),  the  immediate  source  being  very  likely  an  engraving  after  this  paint- 
ing by  M.  I.  Danforth.  The  note  was  produced  for  the  Confederacy  by  the  National 
Bank  Note  Co.  before  President  Lincoln’s  embargo  on  trade  between  the  North  and  the 
South. 

This  bank  note  die  was  later  used  for  a $3  note  of  the  American  Bank,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  and  a $5  note  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank,  Elkton,  Md.,  the  earliest  known 
date  for  each  being,  respectively,  1861  and  1863.  It  may  have  been  used  on  some  other 
notes  also,  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge. 


Enlarged  Die  Proof  of  Jackson  Portrait  Used  on 
18(51  $1000  Confederate  Note 
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$3  Note  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank,  Elkton,  Md. 
Engraved  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co. 


The  portraits  on  the  notes  and  the  stamp  are  seen  to  be  very  similar,  and  by  many 
they  have  been  considered  identical.  Perhaps  the  earliest  writer  to  assert  this  identity  is 
F.  S.  Ellis,  who  discussed  the  matter  in  an  article  in  Mekeel’s  Weekly  Stamp  News  for 
July  28,  1941.  Nevertheless,  appreciable  differences  in  size  can  generally  be  measured 
when  comparing  a stamp  with  a bank  note,  and  slight  variations  in  engraving  can  also  be 
noted.  These  facts  have  caused  some  students  to  have  doubts  about  the  same  die  being 
used  for  both,  even  conceding  that  unequal  paper  shrinkage  might  account  for  size 
variations. 


Tests  for  Identity  of  Engravings 

In  an  attempt  to  resolve  these  differences  of  opinion,  arrangements  were  made  to 
photograph  under  as  nearly  identical  conditions  as  possible  a die  proof  of  the  National 

Bank  Note  Co.’s  vignette  as  used  on  the  notes  and  a die  proof  of  the  stamp.  These  were 

proofs  on  India  paper  backed  by  cardboard,  as  they  are  usually  found.  Impressions  of  this 
character,  being  of  a similar  sort  and  also  generally  well  preserved,  were  chosen  on  the 
supposition  that  the  paper  shrinkage  factor  would  be  reduced  to  a minimum.  By  super- 
posing the  two  negatives,  under  magnification,  it  was  seen  that  the  engraved  lines  of  each 
were  in  perfect  coincidence.  As  a further  check,  measurements  were  made  between  various 
corresponding  points  on  equally  enlarged  prints  from  the  negatives,  which  confirmed  the 
evidence  afforded  by  the  first  test.  Thus  it  can  now  be  definitely  stated  that  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  “Black  Jack”  stamp  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  made  use  of  the  same  die 

that  was  originally  engraved  for  the  Confederate  note.  There  is,  howTever,  some  apparent 

retouching,  as  was  customary  in  adapting  a die  for  another  purpose,  the  most  noticeable 
being  the  lines  of  shading  added  to  the  collar  on  the  stamp. 

It  may  seem  an  odd  fact  of  history  that  the  engraving  company  should  have  used  the 
identical  portrait  of  Jackson  for  a United  States  stamp  and  a Confederate  note,  which  were 
current  at  the  same  time  and  while  the  two  Governments  were  at  war  with  each  other. 
However,  since  only  607  copies  of  the  note  were  printed  it  is  certain  that  very  few  people 
ever  knew  of  the  coincidence,  and  besides,  General  Jackson  had  been  a popular  hero  in  the 
North,  though  he  was  born  a Southerner. 

The  writer  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  to  Mr.  Julian  F.  Gros  for  the  loan  of 
the  die  proofs  used  for  this  study,  and  to  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  for  the  bank  notes  that 
are  illustrated. 
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Heidi  Brandt,  Designer  of  1956 

T.  B.  Seal 


By  Edith  M.  Faulstich 


Heidi  Brandt 


Heidi  Brandt,  designer  of  the  1956  American  Christmas  seal,  was  born  in  1917,  on  a 
homestead  near  Great  Falls,  Montana,  of  Danish  parents.  From  1922  to  1943  she  lived 
in  Seattle,  Washington,  where  she  first  became  associated  with  the  art  world.  She  won 
prizes  in  national  competitions  conducted  by  the  U.  S.  Maritime  Commission  and  the 
American  Red  Cross.  Since  then  she  has  done  advertising  art,  book  illustrations,  indus- 
trial designing,  murals  and  greeting  cards,  and  has  exhibited  her  drawings,  paintings  and 
ceramics.  Now  married  to  a college  professor,  she  lives  in  Colorado  Springs,  and  has 
three  boys. 

Her  favorite  subject  is  children  and  she  often  uses  her  boys  as  models.  In  the  seal 
design,  we  find  children  marching  forward  carrying  the  double-barred  cross  into  the  future. 
There  is  no  break  in  their  rhythmic  parade  across  each  sheet  of  seals,  no  looking  back- 
ward. Thus  they  illustrate  the  spirit  of  the  50th  Christmas  seal  sale  in  America.  Mrs. 
Brandt  achieved  this  forward  march  by  the  use  of  alternating  boy  and  girl  seals.  Idle 
boy  is  bundled  up  against  wintry  weather  in  hat  and  jacket  of  dark  green  and  leggings  of 
lighter  green;  the  girl  wears  a dark  green  beret  and  jacket  and  a lighter  green  flowered 
skirt.  Both  carry  the  double-barred  cross. 

With  the  defeat  of  tuberculosis  still  in  the  future  we  must  not  celebrate  but  press 
forward.  Honor  is  due  to  those  who  gave  the  seal  crusade  the  breath  of  life,  hut  they 
would  not  wish  this  50th  anniversary  to  be  the  occasion  for  memorials,  tributes,  or  pride- 
ful reviews,  but  would  wish  to  focus  on  the  problems  today  and  to  the  job  ahead.  This 
was  the  inspiration  that  prompted  Heidi  Brandt  to  place  the  double-barred  cross  in  the 
hands  of  her  marching  children  “to  give  the  feeling  of  the  crusade  against  tuberculosis 
being  carried  into  the  future  for  and  by  our  children.” 
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This  writer  had  intended  to  interview  Mrs.  Brandt  when  the  latter  arrived  in 
New  York,  but  circumstances  made  this  impossible.  The  designer  left  New  York  for 
Sweden  on  board  the  Stockholm.  The  disastrous  collision  of  this  liner  with  the  Andrea 
Doria  is  now  history.  Mrs.  Brandt  returned  to  New  York  and  after  a delay  of  five  days 
she  was  able  to  book  passage  to  Europe  on  a Norwegian  liner. 

Her  experiences  on  board  the  Stockholm  were  distressing  and  must  have  impressed  the 
artist  who  had  done  so  much  work  on  seals  to  help  afflicted  people.  However,  she  her- 
self was  in  no  danger.  For  her  three  sons  it  was  tremendously  exciting.  They  gave  up 
their  b unks  to  refugees  from  the  Andrea  Doria  and  felt  they  were  taking  part  in  the  sea 
rescue. 

She  is  now  beginning  a year  in  Europe  and  despite  the  unfortunate  experience  at  sea, 
she  and  her  family  are  now  comfortably  settled  in  an  attractive  home  in  Stuttgart,  Ger- 
many. She  is  studying  at  the  Art  Academy  and  continuing  her  free  lance  work.  Her 
pet  project  at  the  moment  is  a series  of  illustrations  for  the  stories  of  Hans  Christian 
Anderson. 


The  U.  S.  1956  T.  EL  Seals 

The  50th  edition  of  the  Christmas  seals  that  fight  tuberculosis  went  on  sale  November 
15,  1956.  The  first  American  Christmas  seals  were  designed  and  sold  in  1907  by  Emily 
Bissell,  a Wilmington,  Delaware,  social  worker. 


Seven  Progress  Color  Proofs  Available 

The  Christmas  Seals  are  printed  in  four-color  offset  process,  and  sets  of  seven  pro- 
gressive color  proofs  are  available.  In  order,  they  are:  (1)  yellow;  (2)  red;  (3)  yellow 
and  red;  (4)  green;  (5)  yellow,  red,  and  green;  (6)  black;  (7)  the  complete  design. 

Each  block  of  four  Seals  includes  two  “boy”  and  two  “girl”  Seals.  Across  the  top  of 
one  “boy”  and  one  “girl”  Seal  the  word  “Christmas”  is  printed  in  yellow.  The  other  two 
carry  the  word  “Greetings.”  On  each  Seal  is  the  year  “1956”  in  yellow.  The  copyright 
mark,  a “C”  in  a circle,  and  the  letters  “NTA"  are  printed  in  black  below  the  lower  arm 
of  the  Double-Barred  Cross. 

Across  the  top  of  each  sheet  of  Seals  is  a marginal  strip  carrying  in  black  the  message: 
“No  One  is  Safe  From  Tuberculosis  Until  All  Are  Safe.”  The  Double-Barred  Cross  and 
the  words  “reg.  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.  NTA”  are  in  red  on  each  side  of  the  message.  At  the  far 
right  of  the  strip  is  the  union  label  imprint,  which  is  different  for  each  printer. 


Seven  Lithographers 

Since  the  Christmas  Seals  were  printed  by  seven  lithographers,  seven  “key  Seals  will 
be  needed  to  complete  a set.  Each  sheet  bears  the  printer’s  mark  of  identification  on  the 
56th  or  key  Seal,  sixth  from  the  left  in  the  sixth  horizontal  row.  The  lithographers  and 
their  identifying  marks  are:  Edwards  and  Deutsch  Lithographing  Co.,  Chicago,  “D  ; 
Eureka  Specialty  Printing  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  “E”;  Meming-Potter  Co.,  Inc.,  Peoria,  111., 
“F”;  Strobridge  Lithographing  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  “S”;  United  States  Printing  and 
Lithographing  Co.,  Mineola,  N.  Y.,  “U”;  Western  Lithograph,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  “W"; 
Berlin  Lithographing  Co.,  Chicago,  “B”. 

Eureka,  which  produces  the  progressive  color  proofs,  uses  a comb  perforation  of 
i2>)4  x i2-)4.  Edwards  and  Deutsch  uses  a rotary  perforation  of  10U*  x 10G.  The  other 
four  use  a rotary  perforation  of  12%  x 12%. 

The  National  Tuberculosis  Association  Christmas  Seals  are  used  by  its  affiliated  asso- 
ciations in  the  48  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam, 
the  Virgin  Islands  and  the  Canal  Zone.  Canada  uses  the  basic  design  with  minor  changes. 
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The  American  Philatelic  Congress,  1956 

(From  a release  of  the  American  Philatelic  Congress) 

The  Twenty-second  American  Philatelic  Congress,  Oct.  19-21,  1956,  held  at  the 
National  Philatelic  Museum,  Philadelphia,  marked  the  “Coming  of  Age’’  of  the  Congress 
which  had  been  founded  in  that  city  by  the  late  Eugene  Klein  and  James  Waldo  Fawcett 
in  1935.  Excellent  attendance  marked  the  two  Congress  sessions  at  which  eight  of  the 
eighteen  papers  in  the  Congress  Book  1956  were  discussed. 

Congress  Grand  Trophy  to  MyeCs  “Panama*5 

Grand  award  in  the  exhibition  staged  at  the  Museum  was  awarded  to  Dr.  John  N. 
Myer  of  N ew  York  for  his  “Panama’’.  This  display  included  the  stamps  in  use  before 
the  establishment  of  the  Republic,  the  issue  of  the  State  of  Panama,  1878;  Colombian 
National  stamps  used  in  Panama,  1859-1887;  Colombian  national  issues  for  Panama, 
1887-1903. 

The  Walter  R.  McCoy  award  for  the  paper  adjudged  best  in  research  in  the  Congress 
Book  went  to  Thomas  Doane  Perry  of  Moorestown,  N.  J.,  for  “United  States  Stamped 
Envelopes,  Official  Return  Requests.’’ 

Gates  Named  to  Council 

The  major  action  of  the  Congress  Council  was  the  election  of  three  new  members: 
M rs.  A.  J.  Hertz  of  New  York,  the  former  Dolores  Klein,  daughter  of  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Congress;  Henry  Gates,  of  New  York,  president  of  the  Essay-Proof 
Society;  and  Daniel  W.  Vooys,  of  Canajoharie,  New  York,  recent  recipient  of  the  Luff 
Award  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society,  and  formerly  editor  of  the  “Philatelic  Litera- 
ture Review.”  The  Council  approved  by  resolution  the  “People-to-People”  partnership 
around  the  world  as  promulgated  recently  by  President  Eisenhower.  The  Council  also 
passed  enabling  legislation  whereby  specialized  groups  may  affiliate  with  the  American 
Philatelic  Congress.  David  Lidman  was  re-elected  editor  of  the  Congress  Book  1957. 

Papers  Discussed 

At  the  Friday,  Oct.  19  Congress  session,  the  following  papers  were  discussed: 
“Latvija”,  by  Vincent  Domanski,  Jr.;  “Philadelphia  Precancels,’’  by  Dr.  Richard  W.  Gar- 
lichs;  “The  War  Overprints  of  Occupied  North  China”  by  Bernard  E.  Stoloff;  “U.  S. 
Notes  on  the  Overland  and  other  Early  Western  Mails,  by  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.  At  the 
Saturday  session,  the  papers  discussed  were:  “Australia,  Pioneer  Flights,  Kangaroos, 
Georgians,”  by  Frank  E.  Adams;  “Postally  Used  Valentines,”  by  Van  Dyk  MacBride; 
“U.  S.  1915  Die  Proofs”  by  Francis  J.  McCall;  “Hungarian  Rogues  Gallery"  by  Dr. 
William  Stericker.  George  T.  Turner,  president  of  the  American  Philatelic  Congress, 
presided  at  the  Friday  session,  and  Bernard  Davis,  director,  National  Philatelic  Museum, 
at  the  Saturday  program. 


Social  Events 

Social  events  included  a “Coming  of  Age”  party  at  the  Acorn  Club,  at  which  Mrs. 
S.  F.  Sharpless  was  hostess;  a reception  at  the  home  of  Bernard  Davis,  founder  and  di- 
rector of  the  National  Philatelic  Museum;  a dinner  at  which  the  awards  were  announced 
and  at  which  a most  illuminating  illustrated  talk  on  Asia  was  given  by  Dr.  John  M. 
Fogg,  Jr.,  professor  of  Botany  and  director  of  the  Morris  Arboretum,  University  of 
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Pennsylvania.  On  Sunday  morning,  more  than  fifty  persons  attended  the  annual  Congress 
Writers’  B reakfast  at  the  John  Bartram  Hotel,  at  which  David  Lidman,  editor  of  the 
Congress  Book  1956,  presided.  Featured  speakers  were  Dr.  John  Freehafer  and  Mrs. 
Conway  Zirkle,  librarians  of  the  National  Philatelic  Museum,  who  discussed  their  paper 
“A  Selective  List  of  Philatelic  Handbooks,  With  a List  of  the  Libraries  in  Which  They 
M ay  Be  Found.’’  A most  interesting  discussion  followed. 

Awards 

Grand  Award:  John  N.  Myer:  Panama,  The  stamps  in  use  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Republic,  the  issue  of  the  state  of  Panama,  1878;  Colombian  national  stamps 
used  in  Panama,  1859-1887;  Colombian  national  issues  for  Panama,  1887-1903. 

Postal  History  Award,  the  Norman  M.  Haac  Trophy;  Edwin  L.  Mayer,  U.  S. 
Stampless  Covers. 

The  Research  Award,  the  Harry  M.  Buten  Trophy:  John  D.  Peterson,  Sweden, 
“Ring”  stamps  specialized. 

Congress  President’s  Plaque:  Max  H.  Bass,  Great  Britain  and  colonies. 

Congress  Vice-President’s  Plaque:  Mrs.  CeDora  J.  Hanus,  U.  S.  5c  Jefferson. 

Congress  Secretary’s  Plaque:  Norman  M.  Haac,  German  Offices  Abroad. 

Section  1,  United  States,  the  Bank  Note  Issues,  1845-1893:  Plaque,  Mrs.  Marion 
Carson,  Blood’s  Penny  Post;  Plaque,  Richard  Ellis,  U.  S.  1869  issues;  Plaque,  Dr.  Richard 
W.  Garlichs,  Philadelphia  Covers;  Firsts:  Milton  Edelman,  U.  S.  ic  1851  and  ic  1857; 
Michael  Miller,  1869  issues;  Allen  H.  Seed  Jr.,  10c  Jefferson;  Robert  A.  Peck,  ic  1851- 
61,  Use  in  Domestic  and  Foreign  Mail;  seconds,  William  C.  Coles  Jr.,  New  Jersey 
Stampless  Covers;  Charles  A.  Fricke,  First  Issue  Postal  Cards  of  1873;  thirds,  Dr.  George 
L.  Fite.  1861  ic  blue;  Lonnie  Hoover,  (15  years  old),  1938  Presidential  Series,  Canada 
C9  “Thin  Goose”. 

Section  2,  United  States  Bureau  Issues:  Plaque,  Morton  Dean  Joyce,  U.  S.  Booklet 
Panes. 

Section  3:  United  States  Possessions:  Second,  Eernard  Davis,  Danish  West  Indies. 

Section  4,  Confederate  States  of  America;  Plaque,  David  Cohn,  Confederate  South 
Carolina;  First,  Capt.  T.  S.  Dukeshire,  U.  S.  N.  Ret.,  imprint  strips,  patriotics,  Navy 
covers. 

Section  5,  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations:  Plaque,  E.  E.  Elkins,  Malta;  First, 
Charles  I.  Ball,  charity  stamps  of  Australian  states;  seconds,  Stephen  G.  Rich,  Zululand; 
Frank  E.  Adams,  Australian  Commonwealth;  Bernard  Davis,  New  Brunswick;  thirds, 
Norman  M.  Haac,  G.  B.,  George  V.  Stamps  without  crown  in  watermark;  Dr.  Charles 
P.  Parker,  Scottish  pre-adhesive  “JT’  marks. 

Section  6,  Latin  America:  Plaque,  F.  Burton  Sellers,  Haiti  Palm  Tree  issues;  first, 
Leslie  Markovich,  Mexico  provisional  issues;  second,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Sharpless-Mrs.  Conway 
Zirkle,  covers  and  cancellations  of  Haiti;  third,  Herbert  F.  Webster,  Guatemala,  first 
commemorative  issue. 

Section  7,  Other  Countries,  Plaque,  Beatrice  R.  Bass,  Liberia;  Plaque,  3 heodore 
Light,  Afghanistan;  firsts,  Vincent  Domanski,  Jr.,  Latvija;  Herbert  Eismann,  Roumania; 
second,  Mrs.  Conway  Zirkle,  Manchukuo,  the  five  regular  issues;  thirds,  Richard  Ellis 
Liberia;  Barbara  and  Harold  W.  Fox,  Danzig;  Sol  Glass,  U.  N.  Postage  Stamps;  Mary 
A.  Orpin,  Latvija. 

Section  8,  Air  Mails.  Plaque,  Ellery  Dannison,  China. 

Section  9,  Essays  and  Proofs:  Plaque,  Falk  Finkelburg,  19th  Century  essays  and 
proofs;  first,  Cyril  F.  dos  Passos,  10c  Jefferson  proofs;  Ben  Graifer,  Israel;  Dr.  William 
Stericker,  Hungarian  Rogues  Gallery. 

Section  10,  Topical  or  others:  Plaque,  Dr.  C.  S.  Hitchins,  various  phases  of  stamp 
collecting;  first,  Anna  V.  Elkins,  semi-postals  of  the  world;  seconds,  Dr.  Richard  W. 
Garlichs,  Philadelphia  precancels;  Van  Dyk  MacBride,  Valentines,  Postally  used;  Mrs. 
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S.  F.  Sharpless,  Female  College  covers;  thirds,  Beatrice  M.  Berner,  “Pegasus’’  on 
stamps;  Richard  Ellis,  Famous  Americans. 

The  judges  of  the  exhibition  were  George  Brett,  Svend  Yort,  Carl  E.  Pelander,  and 
Elliott  Perry. 

The  judges  making  the  selection  of  the  McCoy  Award  to  T.  D.  Perry  were  Charless 
Hahn,  editor,  The  American  Philatelist,  chairman;  William  W.  Wylie,  editor,  Western 
Stamp  Collector;  Daniel  W.  Vooys,  formerly  editor,  Philatelic  Literature  Review. 

Collectors  interested  in  more  data  concerning  the  Congress,  and  the  Congress  Book, 
should  write  to  Mrs.  Conway  Zirkle,  Congress  Secretary,  2307  Secane  Road,  Secane, 
Pennsylvania. 


The  1956  Congress  Book 


The  American  Philatelic  Congress  Book,  1956,  published  by  the  22nd  American  Philatelic  Congress. 
Edited  by  David  Lidman,  6 Sixth  Street,  Park  Ridge,  N.  J. 


The  Congress  Book,  1956,  edited  by  Essay-Proof  member  David  Lidman,  contains  a 
wealth  of  material  which  will  make  it  a book  of  lasting  philatelic  reference.  It  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  late  Clarence  William  Hennan,  M.D.,  E.  P.  S.  16C. 

Of  particular  interest  to  members  of  this  Society  is  the  fact  that  Thomas  Doane  Perry, 
E.  P.  S.  38C,  won  the  McCoy  Literature  Award  for  the  best  paper.  It  is  entitled  “LTnited 
States  Stamped  Envelopes,  Official  Return  Requests.’’ 

Other  Essay-Proof  members  who  contributed  to  the  Book  of  the  22nd  American  Phila- 
telic Congress  include  George  W.  Caldwell  whose  “Switzerland — The  Pre-adhesive 
Stamp  Period,”  is  an  eight  page  treatise  on  the  beginnings  and  development  of  postal  com- 
munication in  Switzerland  prior  to  the  eventual  assumption  on  January  1,  1849,  by  the 
Federal  Postal  Department.  In  meticulous  fashion  Mr.  Caldwell  gives  us  an  introduc- 
tion followed  by  thirteen  specific  discussions.  Vincent  Domanski,  Jr.,  contributed  “A 
Complete  Survey  of  All  Issues  of  Latvija,”  and  P.  J.  Drossos  discussed  the  “World  War 
I Charity  Issues  of  Greece,  1917;  Surcharged  Fiscal  Stamps.’’  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.’s, 
article  entitled  “Notes  on  the  Overland  and  Other  Early  Western  Mails,”  is  up  to  the 
standard  we  expect  from  this  United  States  authority;  Van  Dyk  MacBride’s  subject  is 
“Valentines;  Rare  Postal  Uses.” 

George  T.  Turner,  president  of  the  Congress,  offers  a “message”  in  the  book. 

Other  articles  of  note  by  other  than  E.  P.  members  include  one  entitled  “Gems  of 
Proofdom,”  a report  of  the  Panama-Pacific  die  proofs  of  1915,  by  Francis  J.  McCall. 
It  is  doubtful  if  any  E.  P.  member  will  want  to  miss  this  thoroughly  informative, 
sixteen  page  article. 

Eugene  B.  Connett,  3rd,  contributed  a twenty-seven  page,  profusely  illustrated  article 
on  Ellsworth  patriotic  covers,  and  painstakingly  prepared  a catalogue  of  all  known  types. 
Alex  G.  Argyropoulos,  winner  of  the  grand  award  of  Stockholmia  ’55,  wrote  on  Greek 
Post  Offices  Abroad;  Bucharest.  Bernard  E.  Stoloff  discussed  the  Japanese  Overprints  of 
Occupied  North  China;  Alfred  J.  Hillel,  the  Postal  Tax  Stamps  of  Brazil,  1933  and  1952, 
1953;  Frank  E.  Adams  gives  us  highlights  of  a specialized  collection  of  Australia  and 
William  Stericker  the  historical  background  of  Hungary’s  Rogues'  Gallery.  “Canada:  The 
Dollar  Decimal  Currency”  is  the  title  of  the  paper  by  Douglas  and  Mary  Patrick. 

Other  material  in  the  United  States  field  includes  “10  Cents  Jefferson,  1870-1879,” 
by  Cyril  F.  dos  Passos;  and  “Early  Precancels  of  Philadelphia,”  by  Richard  W.  Garlichs. 
Wilbur  H.  Duncan  discusses  the  growth  of  “The  Illinois  Postal  History  Society. ” 

One  of  the  splendid  contributions  to  this  Congress  Book  is  a list  of  philatelic  hand- 
books and  libraries  in  which  they  may  be  found,  and  the  complete  index  of  all  A.  P.  C. 
books.  John  Freehafer  and  Helen  K.  Zirkle  collaborated  on  the  philatelic  handbook  list 
and  President  George  T.  Turner  compiled  the  index. — E.  M.  F. 
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Trade  Notes 

H.  R.  Mariner,  Inc, 

(6  West  48th  St.,  N.  Y.  36,  N.  Y.) 

Sale  S even  of  the  Caspary  collection,  comprising  the  major  portion  of  the  Italian 
States,  will  be  offered  on  January  28,  29  and  30  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel,  following  exhi- 
bition of  the  material  in  Rome,  Turin  and  Paris.  The  deluxe  catalog  may  be  ordered 
from  H.  R.  Harmer  at  $1.00  (refunded  to  purchasers  in  any  Caspary  auction).  List  of 
prices  realized  (mailed  ten  days  after  the  auction)  may  be  ordered  for  75  cents. 

An  auction  scheduled  for  the  week  of  February  18  will  include  the  remaining  top 
items  from  the  collection  of  United  States  material  of  Mr.  Adolphe  Menjou,  star  of 
stage,  screen  and  television.  Included  in  the  sale  are  the  Columbian  and  Trans-Mississippi 
series  in  mint  blocks  and  a single  of  the  4c  blue  Columbian  error,  and  the  1901  Pan- 
American  ic  with  inverted  center. 

Tentatively  scheduled  for  April  15,  16,  and  17  is  the  auction  of  the  collection  formed 
by  Mr.  Hanley  Stafford  of  Los  Angeles.  He  is  well  known  as  “Daddy”  of  “Baby  Snooks”, 
Dagwood’s  boss  in  the  Blondie  series,  and  is  presently  co-starring  in  a color  TV  comedy 
series  to  be  released  soon. 

The  sixth  Caspary  sale  brought  $155,497.  It  consisted  of  the  second  part  of  the 
United  States  General  Issues,  1861  to  1881. 

Large  die  proofs  of  the  first  designs  (premieres  gravures)  of  the  1861  issue  sold 
between  $42.50  and  $105. 

The  balance  of  the  second  session  and  almost  the  entire  third  session  comprised  Bank 
Note  issues.  As  was  expected,  interest  and  prices  (relative  to  catalog  value)  diminished 
somewhat.  Nevertheless,  there  were  some  outstanding  realizations. 

In  the  1873  Continental  issue  a set  of  large  die  proofs  totaled  $555. 

The  sale  closed  with  small  groups  of  Officials,  Newspaper  proofs  and  Revenues. 
— E.  M.  F. 


Allan  M.  Thatcher 

Box  545,  Westport,  Ccnn. 

Allan  M.  Thatcher  put  over  twelve  hundred  lots  under  the  gavel  at  the  Hotel 
New  Weston,  New  York,  February  6,  7,  8,  when  the  astounding  sixty-seven  volume  col- 
lection, formed  by  Dr.  Warren  G.  Atwood,  is  sold  at  public  auction. 

There  are  literally  hundreds  of  essays  and  proofs  in  the  collection  for  Dr.  Atwood, 
a keen  student,  desired  everything  pertaining  to  U.  S.  commemorative  stamps.  Members 
will  doubtless  be  flabbergasted  as  item  after  item  termed  “the  only  one  known"  is  sold. 

Centennial  envelope  essays,  unique  original  drawings  by  R.  Ostrander  Smith  and 
others  are  featured.  1 he  famed,  “Gatun  Locks  error,  Morse  and  Peace  essays,  and 
original  designs  are  offered. 

In  addition  there  is  a fabulous  collection  of  the  stamps  themselves,  including  errors. 
Stamped  envelope  enthusiasts  will  be  thrilled  by  the  red  Centennial  die  2 entire  (one  of 
three  known)  and  by  the  hundreds  of  other  items  including  trial  colors,  and  rate 
cancellations. 

Columbian  envelopes  are  represented  from  essays  to  double  impressions! 

Cover  enthusiasts  will  find  thousands  of  fair,  exposition  and  commemorative  covers, 
and  cancellation  collectors  will  see  a vast  array  of  kicking  mule  and  other  desirable  items. 

Note:  See  Mr.  Thatcher’s  advertisement  in  this  issue.  A catalogue  may  he  had  gratis 
by  writing  to  him. — E.  M.  F. 
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U.  S.  XX  Century 

.Essay  Designs,  Models  and  Proofs 

By  Sol  Glass 

(Continued  from  Journal  52,  page  243.) 


Benjamin  Franklin  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  January  17,  1956 


1073E-A.  Rejected  Essay. 
Franklin  Taking  Electricity  from  the  Sky 


1073E-B.  Approved  Model. 
Franklin  Taking  Electricity  from  the  Sky 


One  Rejected  Design. 

Designer — Charles  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette,  Charles  A.  Brooks. 

Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals,  John  S.  Edmondson. 

Design  Essayed  December  7,  1955  to  Arthur  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  December  7,  1955  hy  Arthur  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  December  15,  1955  by  Arthur  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

A photographic  print  of  a painting  hy  Benjamin  West,  furnished  by  the  Frick  Art 
Reference  Library,  New  York  City. 


Booker  T.  Washington  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  April  5,  1956 

Three  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — Charles  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette,  Matthew  D.  Fenton. 

Lettering  and  numeral,  John  S.  Edmondson. 
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1074E-A.  Rejected  Essay. 
Booker  T.  Washington 


1074E-B.  Rejected  Essay 
Booker  T.  Washington 


1074E-C.  Rejected  Essay 
Booker  T.  Washington  and  Log  Cabin 


1074-E-l).  Approved  Model 
Log  Cabin 


Design  Essayed  February  20,  1956  to  Arthur  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 
Model  Approved  February  24,  1956  by  Arthur  F.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 
Die  Proof  Approved  February  29,  1956  by  Maurice  Stans,  Acting  P.  M.  G. 


Source  of  Design 

A photograph  of  a cabin  similar  to  the  one  in  which  Booker  T.  Washington  was  born, 
furnished  by  Clark’s  Studio,  Roanoke,  Virginia. 
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In  Memoriam 

Rieliard  §,  Bolm,  E.  F»  §.  359 

Richard  S.  Bohn,  who  during  the  past  fewT  years  has  made  himself  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  philately,  died  on  Saturday,  September  22,  1956,  after  a long  illness. 

H e was  the  president  of  the  Fifth  International  Philatelic  Exhibition  held  at  the 
Coliseum  in  New  York  the  early  part  of  May  this  year.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the 
exhibition  committee  of  FIPEX,  and  much  of  its  outstanding  success  was  due  to  his 
organizing  ability  and  effective  work  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bohn  had  been  ailing  for  some  time,  and  knew  that  an  operation  was  necessary 
as  soon  as  he  could  attend  to  it.  He  delayed  this  until  after  the  Exhibition  and  it  turned 
out  to  be  much  more  serious  than  he  had  anticipated.  He  spent  some  weeks,  alternating 
between  the  hospital  and  his  home,  but  was  thought  to  be  well  on  his  way  to  recovery, 
when  he  died  suddenly  on  Saturday,  September  22. 

Dick  Bohn  first  came  into  prominence  in  the  stamp  world  as  the  organizer  and  presi- 
dent of  Aero  Philatelists , Inc.,  with  which  he  was  actively  connected  right  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  Later,  he  became  president  of  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  some  three  years,  and  was  on  the  board  of  governors  at  the  time  of 
death,  as  well  as  one  of  the  trustees.  He  was  also  a trustee  of  the  Philatelic  Foundation, 
and  was  continuing  as  president  of  the  Association  for  Stamp  Exhibitions , Inc.,  under 
whose  auspices  our  international  exhibitions  in  the  United  States  are  held. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Leah  Underwood  Bohn;  his  sons,  Richard  S.,  Jr.,  and 
William  H.;  and  his  daughter,  Dorothy  Bohn  Davila.  He  had  six  grandchildren  who  very 
much  enjoyed  visits  to  their  grandfather,  for  he  had  a special  house  built  on  the  corner  of 
his  lot  where  they  could  play  to  their  heart’s  content. 

Dick  Bohn  was  very  fond  of  youngsters,  and  all  the  children  in  the  neighborhood  who 
collected  stamps  would  call  on  him  frequently  for  contributions.  He  kept  a large  envelope 
full  of  interesting  items  which  he  would  hand  to  them  when  they  called  and  he  would  help 
them  in  arranging  and  mounting  them. 

In  his  business  career  he  was  an  engineer,  and  president  of  Preferred  Utilities,  Inc., 
New  York. 

D ick  Bohn  will  he  missed  by  everyone  who  knew  him  and  philately  has  lost  one  of  the 
real  potential  leaders  of  the  future. — From  Stamps,  October  6,  1956. 

(Members  are  reminded  that  a detailed  story  on  our  late  member,  Richard  S.  Bohn, 
appeared  in  the  April,  1956,  Essay-Proof  Journal. — The  Editor.) 


Elie  T.  Eoizeaiax,  Engraver,  E,  P,  S*  7 65 

Elie  Timothee  Loizeaux,  a picture  engraver,  died  here  [New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.]  Mon- 
day [August  6,  1956]  in  his  home  at  45  Wilmot  Road  after  a long  illness.  His  age  was  83. 

During  a career  of  fifty-three  years  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  Mr. 
Loizeaux  had  engraved  portraits  for  stamps  for  twenty-nine  countries  and  many  portraits 
for  foreign  currency  and  vignettes  for  bank  notes  and  securities.  He  retired  in  1946. 

Born  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  a son  of  Timothy  Ophir  .Loizeaux,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Loizeaux  Brothers,  publishers  of  Christian  literature,  he  became  early  in  life  a keen 
student  of  the  Bible,  on  which  he  had  lectured  for  many  years  at  White  Plains  Gospel 
Church. 

He  belonged  to  the  Plymouth  Brethren  and  was  well  known  as  a horticulturist,  having 
written  articles  on  the  subject. 
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[When  he  was  about  about  six  years  old  his  family  moved  to  New  York  City,  and  in 
1881  to  Plainfield,  N.  J.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Loizeaux  moved  to  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y., 
in  1 9 1 1 .] 

He  leaves  his  wife,  Mrs.  Elise  Lydie  Duvernoy  Loizeaux;  two  sons,  Elie  T.,  Jr.  of 
Elmsford,  [N.  Y.]  and  Daniel  Clarke  Loizeaux  of  Greenwich,  Conn.;  two  daughters, 
Miss  Marie  Loizeaux,  editor  of  the  Wilson  Library  Bulletin,  and  Miss  Elise  Rixson 
Loizeaux;  four  brothers,  Alfred,  Edward,  F.  Parker  and  Joshua  Loizeaux;  a sister,  Mrs. 
Gerald  Lough,  and  three  granddaughters. — The  New  York  Times , Aug.  7,  1956. 


John  JHE  ICeefe,  Engraver,  E.  P.  S.  787 

John  Holland  Keefe,  62,  of  Barboursville  [Va.],  died  Monday,  Nov.  5,  1956,  at 
Gordonsville  Hospital.  Born  June  22,  1894  in  Williamsport,  Pa.,  Mr.  Keefe  was  a skilled 
and  experienced  steel  engraver,  as  well  as  being  a student  of  the  craft  and  its  history. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  at  11  a.m.  from  Barbour  Memorial 
Episcopal  Church  with  interment  in  charge  of  Preddy  Funeral  Home  in  Maplewood  Ceme- 
tery at  Gordonsville  [Va.]. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Agnes  M.  Keefe  of  Barboursville;  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Gwynne  K.  Williams  of  New  York  and  Mrs.  Wallace  G.  Pursell  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
two  grandchildren  and  two  brothers,  William  B.  Keefe  and  Edward  V.  Keefe,  both  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. — The  Orange  Review,  Orange,  Va.,  Nov.  8,  1956. 


Guido  Essig“Courvoisier  Passes  Away 

Although  Guido  Essig-Courvoisier  was  not  a member  of  our  Society,  we  feel  more 
than  a brief  mention  of  his  passing  should  be  recorded  in  this  Journal.  For  the  well 
known  president  of  Courvoisier,  Inc. — printer  of  many  of  the  world’s  finest  stamps — 
devoted  most  of  his  life  to  perfecting  the  artistic  level  of  stamp  production.  His  article 
The  Art  of  Stamp  Designing : The  Artistic  Feature  of  Philately  which  appeared  in  the 
Essay-Proof  Journal,  No.  50,  April  1956,  highlights  some  of  his  ideals  of  stamp 
perfection. 

It  was  once  said  that  anyone  that  knew  Guido  Essig  loved  him.  We  who  knew  him 
here  in  America  certainly  feel  that  way.  For  Mr.  Essig  was  a man  of  intellect  and  kind- 
liness; a man  who  literally  walked  with  kings  nor  lost  the  common  touch.  His  love  of 
art,  of  philately,  of  nature,  and  most  of  all  of  his  fellowT  men,  will  long  be  remembered. 

Guido  Essig  was  born  at  Bale,  November  4,  1897,  and  died  suddenly  in  the  midst  of 
his  family,  at  his  home  in  La  Chaux  de  Eonds,  Switzerland,  on  October  19,  1956.  Our 
deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  his  family  and  to  the  firm  of  Courvoisier,  where  those 
who  worked  with  Mr.  Essig  are  determined  to  carry  on  in  the  high  traditions  he  set.  as 
a memorial  to  him. — E.  M.  F. 


Zanzibar  Designs 

Designers  of  the  New  Zanzibar  stamps  announced  last  week  are:  5c  and  IOC,  William 
J.  Jennings  of  the  United  States  (his  design  was  redrawn  by  C.  D.  Knight  of  the  local 
Clove  Growers’  Association);  15c,  30c,  is,  25c,  Sheikh  Abdulla  Farhan,  a local  artist  and 
former  school  master;  25c,  35c,  50c,  R.  A.  Sweet  (designer  of  the  Br.  Solomon  Is.  _sd  and 
is);  20c,  40c,  Mrs.  M.  Broadbent,  Nairobi;  is,  2s,  A.  S.  B.  New;  5s,  is  50,  10s,  B.  J. 
Wooley.  Three  of  the  designers  are  English:  Messrs.  New,  Sweet  and  Wooley.  Mr. 
Wooley’s  design  of  Kibweni  Palace  and  Mr.  New’s  design  of  the  interior  of  a mosque 
are  taken  from  photographs  by  F.  B.  Wilson. — From  Stamp  Collecting.  October  26,  195b, 
p.  203. 
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Book  Reviews 

Philatelic  Literature  Review 

Philatelic  Literature  Review.  Quarterly  of  the  Philatelic  Literature  Association.  Edited  by  Phillip 
Rochlin,  9 Thomas  Street,  Clifton,  N.  J. 

The  Philatelic  Literature  Review  is  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Philatelic  Literature 
Association.  Member  Phillip  Rochlin  is  the  new  editor.  He  has  incorporated  a new 
feature,  appearing  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  1956  number,  which  provides  a listing  of 
U.  S.  and  British  Government  Official  publications  of  philatelic  interest.  Also  featured 
is  an  addenda  to  Van  Dyk  MacBride’s  Confederate  Bibliography.  A copy  of  the  review 
may  be  had  for  50  cents  from  Mr.  Rochlin.  Annual  membership  in  the  Philatelic  Litera- 
ture Association,  which  includes  a subscription  to  the  Review,  is  $2.00. — E.  M.  F. 


The  New  World  Wide  Postage  Stamp  Catalog,  VoL  II 

The  New  World  Wide  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue,  VoL  II.  Published  by  Minkus  Publications,  Inc., 
1 15  West  30th  Street,  New  York  1,  N.  Y.  Distributed  by  Grosset  & Dunlap,  Inc.,  1107  Broadway,  New 
York,  N.  Y.  Editor-in-Chief,  George  A.  Tlamsa.  640  pp.,  illustrated.  Cloth  bound  covers.  Price  $5.00. 

Volume  II  of  this  New  World  Wide  Catalog  continues  the  over-all  system  of  arrange- 
ment. This  carries  out  the  chronological  sequence-numbering  used  in  Volume  I.  Regu- 
lar issues,  air  mail,  and  other  classes  of  stamps  are  numbered  chronologically  according  to 
date  of  issue.  This  method  mirrors  the  development  of  printing  techniques,  designs  and 
history. 

The  list  of  outside  experts  who  collaborated  with  Editor  Tlamsa  and  the  Minkus 
staff  is  most  impressive,  although  there  is  no  specific  editor  to  advise  on  essays  and  proofs. 
The  collaborating  editors  included  Fred  Barovick,  Winthrop  S.  Boggs,  Franklin  R.  Bruns, 
Edward  S.  Conger,  Jacob  S.  Glaser,  Henry  Goodkind,  Harrison  D.  S.  Haverbeck,  Ernest 
A.  Kehr,  L.  F.  Livingston,  Joseph  Mandos,  Roger  B.  Preston,  F.  Burton  Sellers  and  Louis 
Stich.  In  addition  many  specialty  societies,  consulates  and  foreign  information  services 
assisted. 

The  catalog  embraces  South  America,  Central  America,  Mexico  and  the  independent 
countries  of  Asia  and  Africa. 

Volume  III,  scheduled  for  release  this  year,  will  encompass  the  countries  of  Europe 
and  their  colonies. — E.  M.  F. 


Samabria’s  1957  Air  Post  Catalog 

Sanabria’s  Air  Post  Catalog,  1937  Edition.  Published  by  Nicholas  Sanabria  Co.,  Inc.,  521  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, New  York  17,  N.  Y. ; 570  pp,  illustrated;  cloth  bound  covers.  Price  $7.00  postpaid  (or  $8.00  for 
thumb-indexed  copy).  Future  supplements  free. 

The  1957  edition  of  this  well  known  Air  Post  Catalog  contains  a complete  listing  of 
the  world’s  airpost  stamps,  including  the  semi-officials.  In  addition  to  the  listing  of  mint, 
used  and  “on  cover”  items,  this  catalog  also  includes  a full  listing  of  errors,  varieties, 
essays,  proofs,  specimens,  designers  and  engravers.  It  should  be  a valuable  addition  to 
the  book  shelf  of  Essay-Proof  members. — E.  M.  F. 


Scott’s  1957  Standard  Catalogue,  VoL  II 

Scott’s  1937  Standard  Catalogue,  VoL  II.  Published  by  Scott  Publications,  Inc.,  461  Eighth  Avenue, 
New  York  1.  Edited  by  Gordon  R.  Harmer  and  Eugene  S.  Costales.  1.277  PP-  illustrated.  Cloth  hound 
covers.  Price  $6.00. 
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Th  ere  are  37,494  new  and  changed  prices  in  the  new  Scott  Volume  II,  according  to 
the  publisher.  The  newly  recognized  stamps  total  13  issues  (57  stamps)  released  in  the 
1 932-44  period  by  four  countries:  Rhodes,  Jugoslavia,  Latvia  and  Spain.  Prices  were  up 
in  several  countries  and  Editor  Costales  points  out  that  Austria,  Italy  and  Colonies,  and 
Spain  and  Colonies  received  much  attention.  Substantial  price  rises  were  also  noted  in 
Israel,  Saar  and  Vatican.  A new  country  heading,  “French  Southern  and  Antarctic  Ter- 
ritories”, has  been  added  and  a watermark  index  is  now  included. — E.  M.  F. 


Billig’s  Philatelic  Handbook,  Vol.  22,  published  by  Fritz  Billig,  168-39  Highland  Avenue,  Jamaica  32, 
N.  Y.  207  pp,  well  illustrated,  slick  paper,  stiff  bound.  Price  $6.00. 

Billig’s  Philatelic  Handbook,  Vol.  22,  includes  a combined  cross  index  for  all  volumes 
1-24.  first  and  revised  editions,  including  advance  listings.  Five  pages  of  illustrations 
of  U.  S.  Cancellations,  and  one  page  of  Brazilian  boxed  cancellations  are  included. 

Canada , Catalogue  of  Constant  Plate  Varieties,  by  Hans  Reiche,  with  illustrations 
by  courtesy  of  George  C.  Marier,  takes  up  forty-five  pages  and  should  be  an  indispensable 
reference  to  anyone  interested  in  Canadian  material.  A vast  section  is  devoted  to  German 
Forgeries;  Charity  Stamps  of  Naumburg,  Frankenberg  and  Dessau,  Local  Issue  Muehl- 
berg,  Local  Issue  Netzschkau-Reichenbach,  twelve  pages  on  German  Fieldposts,  ten 
pages  on  German  Inselpost,  five  pages  on  German  occupation  material,  three  on  sub- 
marine data,  twenty  on  ship  posts  and  two  on  local  sea  posts.  The  balance  of  the  book, 
with  the  exception  of  two  pages  on  Cuban  air  mails,  is  devoted  to  a fifty-five  page  article 
by  Stephen  H.  Smith  entitled  Indian  Airways:  Part  I. 

The  excellence  of  the  Billig  handbooks  is  well  known  in  philately.  Volume  22  is  no 
exception.  We  feel  the  cliche  “there  should  be  one  on  every  bookshelf”  is  most  suitable 
here. — E.  M.  F. 


Zumsteiu  Catalogue  of  European  Stamps 

Zumstein’s  Catalogue  of  European  Stamps,  1957,  40th  Edition,  edited  by  Zumstein  & Cie.,  cloth 
bound,  1328  pages,  $4.70  post  paid  from  U.  S.  agent,  Jacob  Habib,  154  Nassau  Street,  New  York  38. 

Although  this  catalogue  is  in  the  German  language  there  is  a dictionary  section  for 
easy  translation.  An  extensive  revision  has  taken  place,  resulting  in  more  than  25. 000 
alterations.  Some  sections  have  been  rewritten.  This  is  a comprehensive  reference  guide. 
It  is  profusely  illustrated. — E.  M.  F. 


The  New  American  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 

The  New  American  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue,  1957*  edition.  Published  by  Minkus  Publications,  Inc., 
1 15  West  30th,  New  York  1,  N.  Y.  Distributed  by  Grosset  & Dunlap,  Inc.,  1107  Broadway,  New  \ ork, 
and  philatelic  jobbers.  Edited  by  George  A.  Tlamsa  and  associates.  Price  $3.00. 

Since  the  last  edition  this  catalogue  has  entered  several  international  competitions  and 
in  all  of  them  gained  recognition  in  the  philatelic  literature  section:  a silver  medal  at 
Stockholm  and  at  Zagreb;  diploma  for  silver  gilt  medal  at  Helsinki  and  a special  diploma 
at  M exico  City. 

All  commemoratives  have  thumbnail  sketches  of  the  story  behind  the  issue.  This 
catalogue  is  the  only  one  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  government  of  the  Ryukyu  Islands 
is  administered  by  the  United  States  and  that  the  postal  issues  of  the  former  Japa- 
nese prefecture  are  thus  rightfully  included  in  a catalogue  of  U.  S.  and  U.  S.  administrated 
areas. — E.  M.  F. 
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The 


E^P  Society  Cata!o; 
Essays  and  Proofs 


Actually  Seen  by  the  Catalog  Committee 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Chairman 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y. 


All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  Illustrations  are  \]/z  natural  size. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgway’s  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34.  The  previously  named  dismal  set  are  now  named  dingy. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices.  Pricing  is  relative. 

The  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer’s  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self-addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3 i/i,  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 

Note — India  paper  when  printed  is  pressed  on  cardboard  backing  and  many  impres- 
sions are  found  adhering  to  this  original  cardboard  backing.  All  listings  are  imperforate 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 
P — Proof 

X — Normal  color  proof 
TC — Trial  Color  proof 
S — Specimen  overprint, 
plus  type  A,  etc. 
v. — vertical  reading  up 


h. — horizontal 
d. — diagonal 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 
1. — left 

1*. — right 

1 — die  print  large  margins 


2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  print  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  print  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

imperf. 

G — plate  print  on  stamp  paper 
perf. 

7 — plate  print  on  experimental 
naper 


Switzerland 

(Continued  from  Journal  43,  Page  152.) 

Postal  Cards 
Sexcentenary 
Swiss  Confederation 

181)1.  25  Centimes. 

Designed  by  a St.  Gall  artist  and 
submitted  to  Swiss  Government  by 
Lausanne  Philatelic  Society  for  use 
as  a vignette  on  a postal  card 
commemorating  Switzerland’s 

6 0 0th  birthday  anniversary. 
UX25E2.  Typographed  die  essay  on 
various  mediums. 

a.  On  cardboard  .010"  thick,  portion 
of  a map  on  reverse. 

25  k/4  smoky  dark  y-g- 

yellow  
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b.  On  cardboard  .009"  thick. 

23  k/0  dark  yellow  

4 9 k/3  dingy  dark  blue 

c.  On  cardboard  .0  08"  thick. 

6 9 k/4  smoky  dark  r-v-red  

d.  On  17  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  y-y- 

orange  cardboard  .008"  thick. 

21  h/3  dingy  m.  deep  o-y- 

yellow  

e.  On  4 9 e/3  dingy  v.  pale  blue  card- 
board .0075"  thick. 

49  m/1  dim  dusky  blue  

f.  On  cardboard  .007"  thick. 

1  m/5  gloomy  dusky  red 

9 k/1  dim  dark  o-r-orange  

17  i/1  dim  deep  y-y-orange  

19  k/0  dark  o-yellow  

19  m/ 2 dull  dusky  o-yellow 

2 9 m/4  smoky  dusky  g-g- 

yellow  

3 7 m/3  dingy  dusky  g-b- 

green  

69  o/5  black  

g.  On  17  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  y-y- 
orange  cardboard  .007"  thick. 

53  k/2  dull  dark  v-blue  

h.  On  21  e/2  dull  v.  pale  o-y-yellow 
cardboard  .007"  thick. 

71  -/0  v-r-red  

i.  On  21  f/2  dull  faint  o-y-yellow 

cardboard  .007"  thick. 

49  n/2  dull  v.  dusky  blue  

71  -/I  dim  v-r-red  

j.  On  21  f/3  dingy  faint  o-y-yellow 
cardboard  .007"  thick. 

1  k/5  gloomy  dark  red 

5 7 -/2  dull  v-b-violet  

61  b/3  dingy  light  v-r-violet  

k.  On  25  e/3  dingy  v.  pale  y-g-yellow 
cardboard  .007"  thick. 

45  m/3  dingy  dusky  b-g- 

blue  

l.  On  33  f/3  dingy  faint  g-y-green 
cardboard  .007"  thick. 

49  i/3  dingy  deep  blue  • 

in.  On  cardboard  .006"  thick. 

1 -/0  red  

11  i/5  gloomy  deep  orange  

29  m/4  smoky  dusky  g-g- 

yellow  

37  m/3  dingy  dusky  g-b- 

green  

4 3 m/0  dusky  g-blue  

4 9 i/3  dingy  v.  dark  blue  

71  i/2  dull  deep  v-r-red  

71  m/ 2 dull  dusky  v-r-red  

n.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  y-y-orange 
cardboard  .00  6"  thick. 

21  a/ 3 dingy  v.  vivid  o-y- 

yellow  — 

21  -/3  dingy  o-y-yellow  

o.  On  21  b/3  dingy  light  o-y-yellow 
cardboard  .006"  thick. 

17  j/1  dim  v.  deep  y-y- 

orange  — 

p.  On  21  f/2  dull  faint  o-y-yellow 

cardboard  .006"  thick. 

2  9 m/ 4 smoky  dusky  g-g- 

yellow  


q.  On  21  f/3  dingy  faint  o-y-yellow 
cardboard  .00  6"  thick. 

1 m/5  gloomy  dusky  red  

11  k/1  dim  dark  orange  

5  9 m/1  dim  dusky  violet  

r.  On  21  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  o-y-yellow 
cardboard  .00  6"  thick. 

19  m/2  dull  dusky  o-yellow 

s.  On  65  f/2  dull  faint  r-r-violet  card- 
board .00  6"  thick. 

5 i/1  dim  deep  o-o-red  

t.  On  white  paper  .00  5"  thick. 

11  k/0  dark  orange  

23  i/2  dull  deep  yellow  

2 3 m/2  dull  dusky  yellow  

4 9 m/2  dull  dusky  blue  

57  b/4  smoky  light  v-b-violet 

69  b/4  smoky  light  r-v-red 

71  -/0  v-r-red  

ii.  On  white  paper  .0  04"  thick. 

7 m/0  dusky  r-orange  

9 k/0  dark  o-r-orange  

11  -/2  dull  orange  

11  i/2  dull  deep  orange  

11  k/1  dim  dark  orange  

11  1/1  dim  v.  dark  orange  

11  m/1  dim  dusky  orange  

17  m/4  smoky  dusky  y-y- 

orange  — 

23  i/0  deep  yellow  

23  k/0  dark  yellow  

23  k/2  dull  dark  yellow  

2 5 m/ 3 dingy  dusky  y-g- 

yellow  — 

29  m/ 4 smoky  dusky  g-g- 

yellow  

3 3 i/4  smoky  deep  g-y-green  

49  m/0  dusky  blue  

61  d/4  smoky  pale  v-r-violet  

61  f/4  smoky  faint  v-r-violet  

v.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  y-y-orange 
paper  .004"  thick. 

11  k/1  dim  dark  orange  

w.  On  17  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  y-y- 
orange  paper. 

5 7 m/ 3 dingy  dusky  v-b- 

violet  — 

x.  On  white  paper  .0037"  thick. 

6 9 i/4  smoky  deep  r-v-red  

71  k/2  dull  dark  v-r-red  

y.  On  white  paper  .003  5"  thick. 

25  k/4  smoky  dark  y-g- 

yellow  — 

25  m/ 4 smoky  dusky  y-g- 

yellow  — 

49  m/ 2 dull  dusky  blue 

65  m/1  dim  dusky  r-r-violet  

69  m/ 4 smoky  dusky  r-v-red  

z.  On  61  -/2  dull  v-r-violet  paper 

.003  5"  thick. 

1 k/1  dim  dark  red  

Telegraph 

By  Federal  Mint,  Bern 

1807.  50  Centimes. 

T2E5.  Plate  (cliche  assembly)  impres- 
sion of  frame  on  heavy  paper. 

49  d/3  dingy  pale  blue  
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T2E 


T12P5.  3 Francs. 

Same  as  T7P5. 

23  i/2  dull  deep  yellow 
frame  and  1 b/0 
light  red  vignette  1.00 

Revenues 

The  collecting  of  revenue  by  means  of 
adhesive  revenue  stamps  has  been  con- 
fined largely  to  cantons  and  municipali- 
ties. Federal  issues  have  been  limited 
to  a very  few  varieties. 

CANTON  OF  AARGAU 
1886.  General  Use 


TIE 

TIES.  Plate  (cliche  assembly)  impres- 
sion of  vignette  on  heavy  paper. 

1 b/0  pale  red  

1869.  20  Centimes. 

T5P6.  Plate  (cliche  assembly)  proofs 
on  stamp  paper  perf.  11%. 

23  e/5  gloomy  v.  pale  yel- 
low frame  and  1 
k/0  dark  red  vig- 
nette 3.00 

Block  of  4 15.00 


T7P 


1877.  5 Centimes. 

T7P5.  Plate  (cliche  assembly)  proofs  on 
stamp  paper. 

69  o/5  black  frame  and  1 
b/0  light  red  vig- 


nette 

Block  of  4 


1.00 

5.00 


T8P5.  10  Centimes. 

Same  as  T7P5. 

1-/0  red  frame  and  1 i/1 
dim  deep  red  vig- 
nette 1.00 


TOPS.  25  Centimes. 

Same  as  T7P5. 

23  e/5  gloomy  v.  pale  yel- 
low frame  and  1 
-/0  red  vignette  1.00 


A6P 

Typograplied  (?)  on  glazed  card 
A1TC4.  10  Centimes. 

6 9 o/5  black  — 

A2TC4.  20  Centimes. 

69  o/5  black  — 

A3TC4.  40  Centimes. 

6 9 o/5  black  — 

A4TC4.  1 Franc. 

6 9 o/5  black  — 

A5TC4.  2 Francs. 

6 9 o/5  black  — 

A6TC4.  5 Francs. 

69  o/5  black  — 

CANTON  OF  FRIBOURG 
Commercial  Documents 


F10P 

1862.  Cameo  printed  on  white  unwater- 
marked paper,  clear  gum. 

F1TC5.  15  Centimes. 

1 a/1  dim  v.  vivid  red 

F2TC5.  30  Centimes. 

4 9 d/4  smoky  pale  blue  

69  f/5  gloomy  faint  r-v-red  

F3TC5.  50  Centimes. 

71  i/2  dull  deep  v-r-red 
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F4TC5.  75  Centimes. 

15  m/2  dull  dusky  y-orange  

F5TC5.  1 Franc. 

19  b/0  light  o-yellow  

F6TC5.  1.25  Francs. 

49  i/3  dingy  deep  blue  

F7TC5.  1.50  Francs. 

23  b/5  gloomy  light  yellow  

F8TC5.  1.75  Francs. 

37  -/O  vivid  g-b-green  

F9TC5.  2 Francs. 

3 5 j/0  v.  deep  green  

F10TC5.  2.25  Francs. 

21  k/3  dingy  dark  o-y-yellow 

F11TC5.  2,50  Francs. 

9 i/4  smoky-deep  o-r-orange 

F12TC5.  2,75  Francs. 

31  k/0  dark  y-green  

F13TC5.  3 Francs. 

6 9 o/5  black  

F14TC5.  3.25  Francs. 

3 h/1  dim  m.  deep  o-red  

F16TC5.  3.75  Francs. 

49  i/1  dim  deep  blue  

Commercial  Documents 
Supplementary  Vise 


F1P 


F2 1 * 


1802.  Cameo  printed  on  white,  unwater- 
marked paper,  clear  gum. 

F1TC5.  25  Centimes. 

17  -/2  dull  y-y-orange  


F2TC5.  50  Centimes. 

71  i/2  dull  deep  v-r-red  

F3TC5.  1 Franc. 

19  b/0  light  o-yellow  

Legal  Documents 

1862.  Cameo  printed  on  white  unwater- 
marked paper,  clear  gum. 

F1P5.  20  Centimes. 

1 e/1  dim  v.  pale  red  

F2P5.  50  Centimes. 

71  i/2  dull  deep  v-r-red  

F3P5.  1 Franc. 

19  b/0  light  o-yellow  

CANTON  OF  LUZERN 
General  Use 


LIE 

1891.  Impressions  of  key  plate  typo- 
graphed  on  unwatermarked  paper. 
LlE5a.  On  11  f/2  dull  faint  orange 
tinted  paper. 

3 5 b/1  dim  light  green  

69  d/3  dingy  pale  r-v-red 

b.  On  19  f/2  dull  faint  o-yellow  tinted 
paper. 

3 5 d/5  gloomy  pale  green  

c.  On  4 9 g/0  v.  faint  blue  tinted  pa- 
per. 

37  a/1  dim  v.  vivid  g-b-green 

49  f/4  smoky  faint  blue 

d.  On  white  paper. 

13  111/ 3 dingy  dusky  o-y- 

o range  

17  k/3  dingy  dark  y-y- 

orange  — 

19  i/2  dull  deep  o-yellow 

31  k/1  dim  dark  y-green  

35  c/1  dim  v.  light  green  

3 5 d/1  dim  pale  green  

35  m/0  dusky  green  

3 7 m/0  dusky  g-b-green  

65  -/3  dingy  r-r-violet  

6 9 g/ 5 gloomy  r-v-red  

(Finis.) 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to  the 
Editor,  or  for  sales  of  U.  S.  Proofs  send  direct  to  Sol  Altmann,  1113  Teller  Ave.,  New 
York  5 6,  N.  Y.  When  sales  are  not  reported  no  prices  realized  were  received,  or 
items  were  imperfect  or  not  important,  or  similar  sales  were  recently  reported. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 

Our  Essay  and  Proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  Catalog 
abbreviations.  See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog. 

U.  S.  Essay  numbers  are  from  Brazer's  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive 
Stamps,  and  its  addenda. 


All  Reports  by  Sol  Altmann 
John  A.  Fox,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y.  February  20,  1056 

United  States  Proofs 
Specialized  5c  - 10c  1847  Issue 
A.  E.  Guenther  Collection 


5c  red-brown  die  proof  on  bond  1P1  45.00 

5c  red-brown  die  proof  on  yellow  bond  1P1  40.00 

5c  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  bond  1TC1  40.00 

5c  pale  rose-lake  trial  color  die  proof  on  bond  1TC1  40.00 

5c  blue-green  trial  color  die  proof  on  India  1TC1  40.00 

ioc  black  die  proof  on  thin  bond  2P1  47.50 

ioc  black  die  proof  on  light  pink  bond  2P1  40.00 

ioc  deep  blue  trial  color  die  proof  on  bond  2TC1  45.00 


Die  Proofs  Taken  Through  a Mat  to  Eliminate  the  Cross  Hatching  Lines 


5c  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  white  glazed  card  1TC1  45.OO 

5c  deep  ultramarine  trial  color  die  proof  on  white  glazed  card  iTCi  48.00 

ioc  black  die  proof  on  white  glazed  card  2P1  45.00 

5c,  ioc  Hybrid  die  proofs  on  full  cards  with  die  sinkage  3P4P3  60.00 

ioc  black  horizontal  pair  on  India  4P3  28.00 

5c,  ioc  set  in  horizontal  pairs  on  card  _3P,4P4  31.00 

5c,  ioc  Atlanta  Trial  Colors  complete  set  of  5 different  colors  3-4TC  325.00 


Hamer,  Rooke  & Co.  N.  Y.  March  14,  1956 

United  States  Essays  & Proofs 


1851  3c  scarlet.  10  blocks  of  4 33E-Ud  14.00 

1861  ic  nine  diff.  colors,  blocks  of  4 63TC5  40.00 

3c  scarlet  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 74P3  30.00 

1870  ic  block  of  8,  India  on  card  145P3  10.00 

ic  to  90c  plate  proofs  on  India  145P-155P3  11.00 

7c  vermilion  block  of  4 on  India  149P3  8.00 

15c  block  of  4 on  India  152P3  9*50 

24c  three  blocks  of  4,  diff.  shades  153P3  24.00 

1873  1 2c  block  of  4 on  India  162P3  8.50 

24c  block  of  4 on  India  164P3  11.00 
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1881-82  ic  block  of  4 on  India  206P3  10.00 

ioc  block  of  4 on  India  209P3  8.50 

1894  ic  block  of  4 on  card  247P4  10.50 

2c  block  of  4 on  card  250P4  15.00 

Special  Delivery 

1908  ioc  Mercury  die  essay  E7E-D  25.00 

Revenues 

1862-71  2c  bank  check,  dies  in  blue  and  orange  with  added  frame  design  R5E 172.50 

2c  U.  S.  I.  R.  sheet  of  6 in  brown  R15E  39.00 

2c  U.  S.  I.  R.  horizontal  pair,  cancelled  by  “explosion'’  9.00 

4c  playing  card,  block  of  4 on  card  R21P4  15.00 

ioc  3 diff.  blocks  of  4,  name  tablet  at  bottom  blank  R32E  55.00 

ioc  Bill  of  Lading,  ioc  Power  of  Atty.  horizontal  pair  die  in  green  R32,37  135.00 

ioc  black,  U.  S.  I.  R.  die  on  glazed  card  18.00 

25c  Certificate  in  black  and  green,  50c  Mortgage  in  black  R44E,59E  60.00 

25c  Liberty,  black,  U.  S.  I.  R.  die  on  glazed  card  17.00 

25c  same,  die  on  glazed  card,  4 diff.  colors  110.00 

1. 00  A.  B.  N.  Co.  black  die  on  glazed  card  20.00 

2.00  Probate,  sheet  of  4,  orange  and  black  R83TC  1 30.00 

2.00  blue  and  black,  T pair  tinted  vignette  R83TC  85.00 

2.00  Franklin,  black  die  cn  thin  card  14.00 

50. CO  green  and  black,  sheet  of  4 R101TC  130. 00 

1871  25.00  3 diff.  bi-color  essays  with  “Justice”  vignette  R130E  107.50 

John  A.  Fox,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y.  March  22,  1956 

United  States  Essays  & Proofs 

1869  3c  blue,  horizontal  block  of  8 .1. 114E-CI1  10.50 

1845  5c  vermillion,  N.  Y.  plate  proof  9X1TC  18.00 

1851  1 2c  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4,  1875  (re-issue)  44P3  27.00 

1901  ic  to  ioc,  Pan-American,  set  of  large  die  proofs,  die  sunk  ...  294P-299P1  70.00 

1851  ic  Eagle,  Atlanta  Carrier  Proofs,  complete  in  5 colors  LO2TC  22.50 

John  A.  Fox,  Floral  Park,  X.  V.  April  20,  1956 

United  States  Proofs 

1847  5c,  ioc  small  die  proofs,  (1915  printings)  3P24P2  77-5° 

5c  brown,  large  hybrid,  mounted  on  India  paper  sunk  on  card,  written  by 
the  hand  of  Charles  Skinner  “re-engraved  by  C.  Burt  McCoy”  and 

Re-engraved  die  worked  over  by  Chas.  Skinner  __.3P3b  72.50 

ioc  black,  large  hybrid,  same  as  above  — 4P30  9°-00 

ioc  black,  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 — 4^4^  35-°o 

ioc  brown,  “Atlanta”  block  of  4,  only  3 blocks  known  - 4TC  95-00 

1851  ioc  green,  Type  1 large  die  proof  on  India  (40x43)  13P1  95-°° 

ioc  black,  Type  1 large  trial  color  die  proof  (62x77)  unlisted  ....13IC1  82.50 

ioc  black,  Type  1,  same  as  above,  (45x57)  13TC1  62.50 

ioc  green,  Type  5'  proof  on  India,  Pair  35^3  65.00 

ioc  green,  Type  5,  overprinted  “Specimen”  full  gum  - — 35S  95.00 
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H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  N.  Y.  May  9,  1956 

United  States  Essays  & Proofs 

1847  5c  Albany,  black  die  essay  on  India  paper  (26x27)  iXa-Eb 

1851  3c  Albany,  yellow-green  die  essay  on  India,  card  back,  (24x28)  ... _33E-Aa 

Essays  by  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  for  1861  contract  ( Schernikows)  col- 
lection of  93  essays,  practically  all  different  on  different  paper 

between  55E-Aa  and  60E-QQ 
1867  Essay  by  Nat.  B.  N.  Co.  on  safety  paper,  black  with  5 in  hexagon,  3c  green 


85E-Gt7 

1869  5c  black,  die  essay  on  India  paper  with  card  backing  ii5aE-Ea 

5c  blue,  die  essay  on  bond  paper  (40x42)  ii5aE-Ej 

ioc  orange  die  essay  on  India  with  card  backing  (38x43)  n6E-Da 

ioc  orange  die  essay  on  bond  paper  (34x47)  n6E-De 

1893  ic  to  5.00  compl.  set  Columbians,  plate  proofs  on  India  230P-245P4 


Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.  N.  Y.  May  22,  1956 


1870  ic  to  90c  plate  proofs  on  India  paper  145P-155P3 

1893  ic  to  5.00  compl.  set  Columbians,  plate  proofs  on  card  230P-245P4 

John  A.  Fox,  Floral  Park,  N.  Y.  June  6,  1956 

1879  ic  to  50c  “Atlanta”  set  in  blue  J1TC-J7TC 

1862-71  2c  U.  S.  I.  R.  orange  plate  proof  on  bond  paper  ....  Ri5Pa 


Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.  N.  Y.  October  11,  1956 

1869  30c  blue  & Carmine,  inverted  flags,  plate  proof  on  card  I2ib-P4 

90c  carmine  & black,  block  of  8,  imprint  & plate  No.  22  at  bottom,  plate 

proof  on  India  paper  ...  122P3 

1898  2.00  Trans-Miss,  orange-brown,  top  imprint  & plate  No.  613  block  of  4, 

plate  proof  on  card,  (only  1 known)  293P4 

Small  Die  Proofs  from  Roosevelt  Album 


1893  ic  to  5.00  compl.  set  Columbians,  on  2 separate  cards  

1894-98  ic  to  5.00  two  compl.  sets  on  card  247P-284P2 

1898  ic  to  2.00  Trans. -Miss,  and  Cuba  on  two  cards  285-293P2 

1901  Pan-Amer.  and  1902  sets,  on  2 sides  of  card  294P-313P2 


Irwin  Heiman,  N.  Y.  October  17,  1956 

1867  ioc  violet,  (Sturgeon  Patent)  hor.  pair  on  safety  paper,  unlisted,  similar  to 

89E-B 

1846  5c  and  ioc  Providence  T.  C.  compl.  sheet  of  12  in  brown  containing 


eleven  5c  and  one  ioc  on  card,  only  6 exist  iOxi-iox2tc 

1847  5c  black  large  die  proof  on  proof  paper  iTC 

ioc  yellow-green,  die  proof  on  transparent  blue  pelure  paper  2TC 

ioc  black  large  die  proof  on  white  wove  paper  2Plg 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.  N.  Y.  October  17,  1956 

Air  Mail 

1923  complete  set  of  large  die  proofs  each  signed  by  P.  M.  G.  Harry  S.  New 
on  date  of  approval  C4-C6P1 


18.50 

GAO 


200.00 

22.00 

32.00 
32.00 
32.00 

32.00 

80.00 


20.00 

50.00 


19.00 

27.00 


80.00 

300.00 

380.00 


105.00 
60.00 

102.50 

100.00 


5.00 

165.00 

62.00 

90.00 

55-00 


850.00 
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About  Members 

E.  P»  S.  Members  Who  Are  Fellows  of  tlie  K.  P.  S. 

Reported  by  Col.  O.  H.  Schrader 

In  Journal  No,  50  we  reported  the  names  of  Essay-Proof  members  who  had  become  Fel- 
lows of  the  Royal  in  IQ55-  Several  members  expressed  a desire  to  see  the  complete  list  of 
members  who  have  achieved  this  honor.  Colonel  Schrader  kindly  compiled  this  list  using 
the  membership  list  of  the  Royal  for  the  year  1956-57,  the  latest  one.  He  used  the  Essay- 
Proof  Society,  October  T954,  list  and  diligently  compared  both  lists  twice,  but  advises  that 
there  may  be  errors  which  might  fall  in  these  categories : I — Simple  error  or  omission ; 
2 — Changes  in  the  E.  P.  list  of  members  as  our  last  list  is  two  years  old;  J — Similarity  of 
names  and  initials,  as  some  men  use  the  full  name  in  one  case  and  abbreviate  it  in  another. 
Subject  to  the  above,  he  believes  the  list  to  be  quite  accurate. — The  Editor. 

The  title  of  Fellow  is  conferred  upon  certain  members  of  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society 
of  London  by  the  Council  of  the  Society.  It  is  considered  an  honor  both  here  and  abroad. 
The  following  list  shows  members  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  who  are  also  Fellows 
of  the  Royal. 


Bantham,  Albert  P. 

Bayley,  Walter  S. 

Bertram,  H.  G. 

Bohn,  Richard  S.,  deceased 
Canman,  Richard  W. 

Cohen,  Eduardo 
Connor,  John  F. 

Cromwell,  Mrs.  Caroline  P. 
Deats,  Hiram  E. 

Easton,  John 


Elicabe,  Dr.  Richardo  D. 
Elkins,  Edwin  E. 

Glass,  Sol 
Glassco,  J.  G. 

Hennan,  Dr.  C.  W.,  deceased 
Jephcott,  C.  M. 

Lederer,  H oward  A. 

Marler,  George  C. 

Morris,  Thomas  F. 

Newman,  Ben  B. 


Planas,  Dr.  B.  Cruz 
Pollack,  Dr.  Herbert 
Rich,  Stephen  G. 
Schrader,  Col.  Otto  H. 
Scott,  W.  J. 

Smeltzer,  Chester  A. 
Steinway,  Theodore  E. 
Turner,  George  T. 
Wellburn,  Gerald  E. 
Stewart,  W. 


Two  E.  P.  S.  Members  Become  Officers  of 
Postal  History  Society  of  The  Americas 

At  a meeting  in  Philadelphia  in  October,  1956,  the  Global  Cover  Society  merged 
with  the  Postal  History  Society  of  the  Americas  and  only  the  latter  name  is  to  be 
retained.  Two  of  the  six  officers  named  are  active  Essay-Proof  members.  They  are 
George  B.  Wray,  treasurer,  and  Joseph  A.  Herbert,  Jr.,  director.  Others  named  were 
Edwin  Mayer,  president,  Ernest  H.  Bellard,  secretary,  and  Dr.  G.  Philip  Grabfield  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Carson,  directors. 

Information  about  the  society  or  a request  for  a membership  application  may  he  had 
from  Mr.  E.  H.  Bellard,  1940  Staunton  Road,  Cleveland  Heights  18,  Ohio. 


Many  of  our  members  were  prominently  identified  with  the  1956  American  Phila- 
telic Congress.  Full  details  appear  on  pages  37,  38  and  39. 


A special  program  relating  to  essays  and  proofs  will  be  featured  at  the  February  20 
meeting  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East  35  Street,  New  York.  Visitors  are  welcome. 
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Edwin  Mueller  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Philatelic  Specialists  Society  of  Canada  at  its 
second  annual  dinner,  November  17,  1956. 


John  J.  Britt  entertained  members  of  the  Women  s Philatelic  Society  of  New  York  on 
November  29,  1956  with  a talk  on  “Essays  and  Proofs  of  Air  Mail  Stamps 


Minutes  of  E.  P.  S.  1956  Convention 
With  Reports  of  Officers 
and  Committees 

Minutes  of  Convention 

President  Henry  Gates  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  11:30  A.  M.,  Saturday,  September  22,  1956, 
at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East  35th  Street,  New  York  16,  N.  Y.  At  the  President’s  direction  the  Secre- 
tary read  the  Convention  Call. 

President  Gates  appointed  a Credentials  Committee.  For  this  Committee,  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Reinis,  as 
Chairman,  reported  that  a quorum  existed.  The  President  thereupon  declared  the  Convention  open  for 
business. 

On  motion  duly  carried,  the  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  1955  Convention,  which  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Journal,  was  waived,  with  the  printed  version  approved. 

President  Gates  appointed  a Nominating  Committee  to  name  candidates  for  the  expired  terms  on  the 
Board  of  Directors.  For  this  Committee,  Mrs.  Rae  D.  Ehrenberg  was  appointed  Chairman,  the  other 
members  being  Mrs.  Edith  M.  Faulstich  and  Albert  H.  Higgins. 

President  Gates,  before  proceeding  with  the  reading  of  reports  of  Officers  and  Committees,  called  upon 
the  members  present  to  stand  in  a moment’s  silence  in  tribute  to  the  late  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 

President  Gates  then  presented  his  report  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  It  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Reports  of  other  Officers  and  Committees  were  next  presented  as  follows: 

By  the  Secretary.  Taken  as  read  and  accepted  with  thanks. 

By  the  Treasurer.  Read,  and  on  motion  duly  carried,  accepted  with  thanks. 

By  the  Auditing  Committee.  Read  and  accepted  on  motion  duly  carried. 

By  the  Catalog  Committee.  Mr.  Kenneth  Minuse  reported  verbally  on  the  activity  of  this  Com- 
mittee, which  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

By  the  Chapters  & Units  Committee.  Reported  on  verbally  and  accepted. 

By  the  Constitution  & By-Laws  Committee.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  President  Gates  reported 

verbally  on  the  work  being  done  by  Mr.  Sol  Glass  with  reference  to  the  status  of  the  Society  as  a non- 

profit, educational  and  cultural  association  and  the  status  of  donations  and  gifts  made  to  the  Society  by 
individuals  toward  these  aims. 

By  the  Exhibitions  Committee.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  President  Gates  reported  verbally 
for  this  Committee. 

By  the  Finance  Committee.  Read  and  accepted  on  motion  duly  carried. 

By  the  Journal  Committee.  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  read  the  report  of  this  Committee  which  was 
unanimously  accepted  with  a rising  vote  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Dr.  Blanchard  for  his  untiring 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Society  and  the  Journal. 

By  the  Publicity  Committee.  Reported  on  verbally  and  accepted. 

By  the  Editor.  Mrs.  Edith  M.  Faulstich  reported  on  the  problems  she  has  had  to  face  and  the 
progress  that  is  being  made  in  publishing  the  Journal.  This  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  congratu- 
lations on  the  progress  shown. 

By  the  Librarian.  Mr.  Sol  Altmann  reported  verbally  on  the  loans  made  from  the  library  during 
the  year. 

By  the  Nominating  Committee,  presented  by  the  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rae  D.  Ehrenberg.  The  slate  of 
nominees  for  Directorships  was: 

Messrs.  Sol  Altmann,  Henry  Gates,  Julian  F.  Gros  and  Thomas  F.  Morris,  all  Class  of  1959. 

On  motions  duly  carried,  the  nominations  were  closed,  the  report  of  the  Committee  accepted,  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  cast  a single  ballot  for  the  four  nominees. 

On  motion  duly  carried,  the  Convention  was  recessed  at  1:30  P.  M.  for  a period  of  ten  minutes. 

At  1:40  P.  M.  President  Gates  called  the  Convention  into  session  again,  stating  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  had  met,  re-elected  the  present  officers  for  the  coming  year  and  handled  all  other  unfinished 
business. 
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The  Recorder  stated  that  no  old  business  remained  to  be  handled  by  the  Convention,  that  there  were 
no  communications,  and  that  no  new  business  was  on  hand  to  be  considered. 

Thereupon  the  Resolutions  Committee,  by  Philip  Rochlin,  reported  two  Resolutions: 

That  thanks  be  given  to  the  Collectors  Club  for  their  hospitality  in  furnishing  us  with 
quarters  and  facilities  for  our  Annual  Meeting. 

That  thanks  be  given  to  the  Officers  and  Directors  for  their  diligent  and  efficient  conduct  of 
the  Society’s  affairs  during  the  year  past. 

Thereupon,  on  motion  duly  carried,  the  Convention  was  adjourned  at  2:15  P.  M. 

Albert  H.  Higgins,  Secretary 


Secretary’s  Report 

Once  again  the  time  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  has  arrived  and  a report  from 
the  Secretary  is  expected  by  the  members. 

It  is  encouraging  to  report  that  the  membership  of  the  Society  again  showed  a slight  increase.  This 
is  encouraging  even  though  the  gain  is  small  for  it  is  a step  forward. 

During  the  past  year,  sixteen  members  saw  fit  to  resign  from  the  Society  or  had  their  memberships 
lapse  for  non-payment  of  their  dues.  Death  also  took  its  toll  of  eight  of  our  members,  amongst  them,  one 
of  the  Society’s  founders  and  staunchest  supporters — Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer.  Needless  to  say,  his  enor- 
mous knowledge,  and  guiding  hand  will  be  sorely  missed  by  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  Society. 

As  in  the  past,  the  Secretary  has  stressed  the  importance  of  obtaining  additional  members  in  the 
Society  and  the  importance  of  retaining  those  who  are  members.  Naturally,  some  resignations  must  be 
expected  in  the  normal  course  of  events  because  of  changes  in  collecting  interests  and  changes  that  affect 
our  day-to-day  lives. 

The  Summary  presented  below  shows  the  various  changes  in  the  membership  number  during  the  past 
twelve  months.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  net  gain  was  nine  members. 


October 

January 

April 

July 

1955 

1956 

1956 

1956 

Journal  Number  

48 

49 

5o 

51 

New  Members  

7 

5 

7 

1 1 

Resignations  and  Lapsed  Memberships  - __ 

. 7 

3 

6 

— 

Reinstatements  

1 

2 

— 

— 

Deaths  

2 

2 

3 

1 

Net  Membership  

413 

4i5 

4i3 

423 

Non-Member  Subscribers  

7 

7 

7 

/ 

A tabulation  of  membership  as  shown 

in  each  July  issue 

of  the  Essay 

-Proof  Journal 

for  the 

five  years  follows: 


Year  1952  1953  J954  1955  1956 

Net  Membership  — 385  394  4°9  4!4  423 


During  the  past  year,  copies  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  have  been  supplied  to  members,  where 
requested,  for  use  in  bringing  our  Society  to  the  attention  of  prospective  members.  Each  name  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  has  received  a personal  letter  of  invitation  to  join  with  us  in  our  endeavors,  accompanied 
by  a sample  copy  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal. 

Our  Society  was  represented  at  the  “ASDA”  Show  last  November  through  the  courtesy  of  our 
dealer  members. 

At  “FIPEX”,  the  Society  contracted  for  a lounge  that  was  staffed  by  various  members  of  the  New 
York  Chapter  of  the  Society.  As  a result  of  this,  several  new  members  were  obtained  and  a number  of 
back  issues  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  were  sold.  The  lounge  was  exceptionally  well  patronized  by 
many  of  our  out-of-town  members  and  their  friends. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  has  submitted  his  resignation  to  President  Gates  to  take  effect 
as  of  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year  he  would,  at  this  time,  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  their  help  in  making  the  performance  of  his  duties  an  easier  task — and  to  wish  the  new  Secre- 
tary “all  the  best”  in  the  performance  of  his  new  responsibility. 


Albert  H.  Higgins,  Secretary 
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Treasurers  Report 

The  statements  submitted  herewith  show  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society  at  June  30,  1956,  and  its 
operations  for  the  year  ended  on  that  date : 

Balance  Sheet,  June  30,  1956 


Assets : 

Cash  in  Bank  $2,047.89 

Accounts  Receivable — Advertisers  52.50 

(Journal  No.  50) 


Total  Assets  $2,100.39 

Liabilities,  Etc: 

Unearned  Dues  & Subscriptions — 1956-1957  $ 73.75 

Unearned  Advertising  (Journals  Nos.  51-54)  33.00 


Total  Liabilities  $ 106.75 

Life  Membership  Fund  $100.00 

Library  Fund  102.30 

Total  Reserved  Funds  $ 202.30 

Unallocated  Surplus  $1,791.34 


Total  $2,100.39 


Analysis  of  Cash  in  Bank 


General  Fund  

Life  Membership  Fund 
Library  Fund  


$1,845.59 

100.00 

102.30 


$2,047.89 

Statement  of  Operations  For  The  Year  Ending  June  30,  1956 

Income : 

Membership  Dues — 1955-1956  $ $ 404.75  $ 

Journal  Income: 

Subscriptions  to  Journal  for  members  1,619.00 

Contributions  for  support  of  Journal  196.00 

Sales  of  Journals  377-73 

Advertising  Income  697.50 

Total  Journal  Income  $ $2,890.23 


Total  Income  

Deduct : 

Expenses : 

Stationery,  Postage,  Mailing,  etc.  

Insurance  on  E.  P.  Journals  in  storage 


Filing  Cabinets  purchased  

Fipex  Lounge  

Floral  Tributes  

Journal  Expenses: 

Printing  Journal  $2,549.43 

Photos  and  Engraving  335-98 

Typing  23.75 

Copyrights  8.00 

Editorial  Fees  315.00 

Editorial  Expenses  120.00 


$3,294.98 


$ 122.88 
15-88 

55-7° 

240.00 

30.60 


Total  Journal  Expenses  $3,352.16 

Total  Expenses  $3,817.22 

Net  Loss  From  Operations  $ 522.24 


Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  & Disbursements  (General  Fund) 
For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1956 

Cash  in  Bank — July  1,  1955 


$2,388.58 
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Cash  Received : 

Membership  Dues  1955-1956  $ 389.75 

Membership  Dues  1956-1957  (in  advance)  14.75 

Journal  Subscriptions  1955-1956  1,559.00 

Journal  Subscriptions  1956-1957  (in  advance)  59.00 

Contributions  for  support  of  Journal  196.00 

Sale  of  Journals  390.56 

Advertising  in  Journal  678.00 

Postage  refunds  & Foreign  Exchange  11.32 


Total  Cash  Received  

Cash  Disbursed  : 

Stationery,  Postage  and  Mailing  $ 134.20 

Insurance  on  E.  P.  Journals  in  storage  15.88 

Filing  Cabinets  Purchased  55.70 

Fipex  Lounge  240.00 

Floral  Tributes  30.60 

Journal  Expenses  3,352.16 

Refund  on  Sale  of  Journals  12.83 


$3,298.38 


Total  Cash  Disbursed 


$3,841.37 


Excess  of  Disbursements  Over  Receipts 


$ 542.99 


Cash  in  Bank — June  30,  1956 


$i,845.59 


25 
2 7 
549 
656 
49i 
682 
52 
54i 
2 16 
720 
2 1 
490 
L54 
3 

664 

24 

S38 

759 

673 


Contributions  to  the  General  Fund  For  1955-1956 


Altmann,  Solomon  

Bantham,  Albert  P.  

Bayley,  Walter  S.  

Bertram,  H.  G.  

Britt,  John  J.  

Caposella,  Fred  L.  

Costales,  Eugene  N.  

Dale,  Mrs.  John  Denny 

Davenport,  La.  

Edwards,  A.  Earl  

Eisele,  Herman  

Galvez,  Manuel  

Gates,  Henry  

Gros,  Julian  F.  

Gurney,  Kent  W 

Hartwell,  Horace  F.  

Hicks,  George  D.  

Hunt,  Paul  E.  

Jacobi,  Henri  H.  


$ 10.00 

603 

5.00 

844 

5.00 

623 

5.00 

723 

5.00 

ii3 

5.00 

141 

5.00 

375 

5.00 

4 

5.00 

12 

5.00 

200 

5-oo 

7 11 

5.00 

546 

5.00 

694 

5.00 

264 

5.00 

20 

10.00 

436 

5.00 

15 

1. 00 

5.00 

Jephcott,  C.  M.  5.00 

Karp,  Louis  5.00 

Katz,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  5.00 

Kiefaber,  W.  H.  5.00 

Lederer,  Howard  R.  5.00 

Littel,  Jr.  Philip  5.00 

Makepeace,  Colin  Mac  R.  5-0° 

Morris,  Thomas  F.  10.00 

Rich,  Stephen  G.  5>00 

Simons  3rd,  C.  Dewar  5.00 

Sinclair,  Carroll  T.  5.00 

Smeltzer,  Airs.  Alary  A.  5-°° 

Ward,  Jr.,  Philip  H.  5.00 

Webster,  T.  K.  5.00 

White,  Alarcus  W.  5-00 

Wray,  George  B.  10.00 

Zervas,  Hans  G.  5.00 


$196.00 


Comments 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1956,  my  main  thoughts  are  on  the  tragic  passing  of  our  beloved 
founder  and  seemingly  inexhaustible  fountain  of  knowledge,  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer. 

Our  Society  is  in  good  financial  condition,  and  if  through  our  members  and  our  Journal  we  can  continue 
to  attract  sufficient  new  members,  we  can  continue  for  years. 

This  year  as  in  prior  years,  may  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  once  more  the  Contributing 
Alembers  for  the  sums  of  money  they  so  generously  contributed  during  the  years. 

Julian  F.  Gros,  Treasurer 


Report  of  Andlitiitig  Committee 

The  Auditing  Committee  has  examined  the  books  and  records  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society  for  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1956,  and  find  them  to  be,  in  general,  correctly  kept. 

The  Cash  Account  has  been  checked  and  reconciled,  and  the  disbursements  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily 
supported  by  vouchers. 

In  our  opinion,  the  Treasurer’s  report  is  correctly  prepared  and  is  an  accurate  statement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Society  as  at  said  June  30,  1956,  and  of  its  operations  for  the  period  then  ended. 

Charles  W.  Brooks,  Chairman 
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Report  of  tlie  Finance  Committee 

At  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year  our  finances  were  in  fair  condition.  We  can  look  forward 
to  increased  costs  in  publishing  the  Journal.  It  is  difficult  at  this  time  to  determine  whether  the  income 
from  membership  dues  and  contributions,  plus  the  sale  of  back  numbers  of  the  Journal  and  advertising 
income,  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  us  through  the  1956-57  year. 

There  is  also  the  Editorship  Fund  which  must  be  considered.  This  fund  was  expended  in  total 
during  February,  and  we  must  now  consider  ways  and  means  of  rebuilding  it,  either  by  private  contribu- 
tions or  by  new  memberships.  It  is  improbable  that  we  can  attain  this  during  the  coming  year  as  far  as 
new  memberships  are  concerned.  To  do  so  we  would  require  over  one  hundred  new  members  to  reach  this 
goal.  I therefore  suggest  that  the  President  make  a direct  appeal  to  the  membership,  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  the  drive  for  funds  in  support  of  the  Journal  and  the  expenses  of  the  Editorship.  I feel  there 
are  those  in  our  Society  who,  if  properly  approached,  would  respond  generously. 

Again  I point  out  that  we  must  reach  other  segments  in  the  collecting  fraternity,  such  as  numismatists 
who  are  becoming  more  interested  in  paper  money.  If  the  Journal  were  to  carry  articles  regularly  on  paper 
money,  there  would  probably  be  considerable  interest  among  the  hundreds  of  numismatists  throughout  the 
country  who  are  specifically  interested  in  this  field. 

Thomas  F.  Morris,  Chairman 


Report  of  Journal  Committee 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  on  September  24,  1955,  the  minutes  of  which  were  published 
in  Journal  No.  49  (January,  1956),  the  present  Journal  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  President  and 
approved  by  the  Board.  In  accordance  with  Article  II  of  the  By-Laws  of  our  Constitution,  the  duties  of 
this  Committee  were  prescribed  by  the  Board  and  included  the  engagement  of  an  editor  for  the  Essay-Proof 
Journal  and  supervision  of  the  operation  of  the  Journal.  The  Journal  Committee  thus  created  was  a 
successor  to  a former  committee  known  as  the  Editorial  Board.  The  first  number  of  the  Essay-Proof 
Journal  of  the  1955-56  fiscal  year,  namely,  that  for  July,  1955,  was  issued  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Editorial  Board.  Subsequent  issues,  for  October,  1955,  January,  April  and  July,  1956,  have  been  under 
the  present  Journal  Committee. 

Being  faced  with  the  resignation  of  our  former  editor,  Mr.  Prescott  H.  Thorp,  to  take  effect  with  the 
completion  of  the  October  1955  issue,  the  Journal  Committee  engaged  Mrs.  Edith  M.  Faulstich  for  this 
position,  and  the  issues  of  the  current  calendar  year  (January,  April  and  July)  have  been  under  her 
editorship.  The  Committee  has  been  well  pleased  with  the  results  produced  by  our  new  editor,  and  com- 
ments and  criticisms  reaching  its  ears  have  all  been  complimentary. 

The  real  problems  that  face  us  now  are  writers  for  our  Journal  and  the  wherewithal  to  publish  their 
writings.  The  second  problem  will  no  doubt  be  discussed  in  the  reports  of  other  committees  and  officers. 

With  regard  to  the  character  of  the  contents  of  the  Journal,  meaning  quality,  kind  and  style,  we 
contemplate  no  radical  changes.  For  some  years  our  readers  have  noted  on  its  front  cover  the  line, 
“Devoted  to  the  Historical  Background  of  Stamps”,  to  which  have  recently  been  added  the  words,  “and 
Paper  Money”.  This  addition  constitutes  no  real  innovation,  as  almost  from  the  beginning  we  have  been 
including  articles  on  paper  money  in  accordance  with  the  Prospectus  put  out  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Society.  Such  articles  have  gradually  brought  us  new  members  from  the  ranks  of  the  numismatists,  and  as 
we  hope  to  obtain  many  more  from  this  field  we  will  owe  it  to  these  readers  to  maintain  a steady  supply  of 
matter  relating  to  paper  money. 

The  Committee  has  also  in  mind  the  reprinting  in  our  Journal  of  certain  rare  and  virtually  inacces- 
sible articles  and  even  books  on  bank  notes  and  bank  note  engraving.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  is  our 
inclination  to  somewhat  broaden  our  base  as  we  go  along — not  to  depart  too  much  from  our  specialty  of 
essays  and  proofs  of  stamps,  but  to  include  a little  more  of  what  might  be  termed  border  line  material. 
There  are  two  good  reasons  for  this:  (1)  we  feel  that  wre  must  gain  the  interest  and  support  of  a larger 
group  of  readers  than  those  who  are  strict  specialists  in  essays  and  proofs,  who  are  not  too  numerous; 
(2)  there  has  been  some  falling  off  in  the  number  of  essay  and  proof  articles  offered,  and  we  can  not  always 
rely  upon  a full  complement  of  such  articles  for  each  issue. 

We  would  like  to  urge  our  members  to  ask  themselves  wffiat  sort  of  articles  they  would  like  to  see  in 
the  Essay-Proof  Joltrnal,  to  let  us  know  what  they  think,  and  to  try  to  supply  us  with  some  such  ma- 
terial. Our  editor  is  entirely  in  accord  with  the  ideas  here  set  forth,  and  will  most  assuredly  welcome 
contributions  and  suggestions. 

Julian  Blanchard,  Chairman 


Report  of  New  York  Chapter  No*  1 

The  New'  York  Chapter  was  saddened  by  the  death,  on  May  6,  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  who  was 
so  intimately  connected  with  it  since  its  organization.  We  shall  miss  him  always. 
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As  in  previous  years,  monthly  meetings  during  the  regular  season  were  held  at  the  Collectors  Club; 
the  July  meeting  was  held  at  Innerzvick,  the  Flushing  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brazer. 

Drs.  Blanchard  and  Brazer  were,  as  usual,  the  major  exhibitors,  but  the  Chapter  is  ever  grateful  to 
the  other  members  who  showed  parts  of  their  collections  during  the  year.  Our  biggest  problems,  as  ever, 
are  to  persuade  the  members  to  come  to  the  meetings  and  exhibit  their  collections.  In  this  way  only  can 
the  Chapter  continue  to  exist.  Only  49  members  paid  dues  during  the  year ; fewer  than  a third  attend 
meetings  regularly. 

^ he  highlight  of  the  season  occurred  in  January  when  the  Chapter  was  privileged  to  view  a large 
portion  of  the  Robert  P.  Hackett  Collection  of  U.  S.  Essays  and  Proofs.  In  February  we  saw  the  proofs 
and  bank  notes  portion  of  the  A.  E.  Guenther  Collection  of  the  U.  S.  Issue. 

Following  is  a list  of  paid-up  Chapter  members  for  the  year: 


Sol  Altmann 

Edith  M.  Faulstich 

Wayte  Raymond 

Edward  M.  Bakwin 

Alan  R.  Fernald 

Joseph  G.  Reinis 

Fred  Barovick 

Falk  Finkelburg 

Philip  Rippner 

Fritz  Billig 

Henry  Gates 

Phillip  Rochlin 

Julian  Blanchard 

Julian  F.  Gros 

N.  V.  Savitzskv 

Herbert  J.  Bloch 

William  J.  Harrison 

F.  Burton  Sellers 

*Clarence  W.  Brazer 

John  W.  Haslett 

Souren  Serebrakian 

Katherine  W.  Brazer 

Albert  H.  Higgins 

Norman  Serphos 

Herman  M.  Brenner 

Robert  K.  Holton 

C.  Dewar  Simons  3d 

John  J.  Britt 

Fred  W.  Kessler 

J.  Arthur  Singmaster 

Charles  W.  Brooks 

Murray  M.  Langsam 

Willard  D.  Stewart 

Fred  L.  Caposella 

Howard  A.  Lederer 

Clinton  B.  Vanderbilt 

Sylvester  Colby 

Ethel  B.  McCoy 

Jean  Van  Noten 

Gordon  W.  Colket 

Kenneth  Minuse 

Samuel  H.  Wiener 

Eugene  N.  Costales 

Thomas  F.  Morris 

George  B.  Wray 

Edwin  E.  Elkins 

Carl  E.  Pelander 

* Deceased. 

Max  E.  Esternaux 

Andrew  P.  Rasmussen 

Phillip  Rochlin,  Secretary 


.Reports  of  Chapter  Meetings 

New  York  Chapter  No.  1 


Sol.  Altmann,  Chairman 


Phillip  Rochlin,  Secretary 


Meetings  are  held  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East  35th  Street, 
New  York  16,  New  York.  Visitors  are  always  welcome. 


Meeting  of  June  13,  1956.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Caposella,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg, 

Finkelberg,  Gros,  Hechtlinger,  Mrs.  McCoy,  Minuse,  Reinis,  Wray — 11.  Visitor : Dr.  Weisman. 

Julian  Gros  displayed  his  collection  of  the  die  proofs  of  the  1870-71  and  1873  issues,  the  former 
printed  by  the  National,  the  latter,  the  product  of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  Included  were  the  large 
die  proofs,  small  die  proofs  (1873  only),  plate  proofs  on  India  and  Card  (the  India  also  in  blocks  of  four), 
as  well  as  complete  sets  of  the  “Atlanta”  trial  colors  and  the  1915  printing  of  small  die  proofs.  Shown 
too,  were  large  and  small  die  proofs  of  the  1875  special  printings  and  finally,  mint  and  used  copies  of  the 
stamps  of  both  issues. 

Mr.  Gros  then  displayed  a bound  volume  printed  about  1873  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  and 
containing  all  the  large  die  proofs  of  the  Official  stamps  (92  in  all)  plus  the  1873  issue  and  the  1875 
special  printing  of  the  2c  and  5c. 

Julian  Blanchard  concluded  the  evening  with  more  of  his  bank  note  engravings  and  matching  stamp 
designs. — Meeting  reported  by  Kenneth  Minuse. 


Meeting  of  July  11,  1956.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Barovick,  Blanchard,  Mrs.  Brazer,  Clemencon, 
Ehrenberg,  Finkelburg,  Gates,  Gros,  Hechtlinger,  Higgins,  McCoy,  Minuse,  Morris,  Reinis,  Rochlin — 16. 
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This  meeting:  was  held  at  the  beautiful  penthouse  apartment  of  Mrs.  Ethel  B.  McCoy,  who  was  also 
the  chief  exhibitor. 

M rs.  McCoy  displayed  her  collection  of  the  1S98  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  issue.  Showm  first 
was  such  supplementary  material  as  a “picture  pass”  season  ticket  to  the  Exposition  and  a copy  of  the 
original  Post  Office  Department  circular  announcing  the  stamp  issue.  The  bulk  of  the  collection  followed. 
Each  value  w'as  mounted  separately  to  illustrate  the  development  of  the  design  from  the  source  picture 
through  and  including  the  issued  stamp.  Included  in  many  instances  were  examples  of  the  often-unique 
progressive  essays  and  trial  color  essays  and  proofs,  the  large  and  small  die  proofs,  the  1915  special  print- 
ings, etc.  The  issued  stamps  included  a set  with  “specimen”  overprint,  multiple  pieces  including  arrow 
and  plate  number  blocks,  plate  number  singles,  shades,  used  on  cover,  and  many  others.  The  collection  was 
concluded  with  a complete  set  of  the  ten  exposition  postal  cards  (view  cards)  with  the  envelope  wrapper. 

Joseph  Reinis  exhibited  a bound  book  of  American  Bank  Note  Co.  die  proofs  including  plates  of  old 
Colonial  coins. 

Julian  Gros  showed  some  1 86 1 hybrid  proofs  including  progressive  stages  of  the  dies  made  in  1903. 

Julian  Blanchard  concluded  the  formal  part  of  the  evening  with  some  “iumbo-sized”  bank  note  vignettes. 

The  exhibitions  were  followed  by  some  excellent  refreshments  including  a delicious  punch  served  from 
the  Summerfield  Trophy  which  Mrs.  McCoy  had  won  at  Fipex.  The  warmest  thanks  of  the  Chapter 
go  to  her  for  her  kind  hospitality. 


No  meeting  was  held  during  August  IQ5O. 


Meeting  of  September  12,  1956.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brooks,  Caposella,  Miss 
Clemencon,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Finkelburg,  Glass,  Gros,  Higgins,  Mrs.  McCoy,  Minuse,  Morris,  Reinis, 
Rochlin,  Sindic,  Tiedemann— 17. 

Rae  D.  Ehrenberg  exhibited  her  collection  of  the  1873-84  Officials.  She  began  with  a short  history 
describing  the  reasons  for  the  stamps’  issuance.  The  proofs  and  stamps  for  each  department  were  preceded 
by  die  proof  portraits  of  the  cabinet  officers  who  were  departmental  secretaries  when  the  stamps  were  current. 
Some  of  the  rarer  pieces  showm  included  an  essay  for  the  frame  of  the  $2  State  Department,  which  in- 
cludes labels  for  the  $5,  $10,  and  $20  values,  full  sheets  of  dollar  value  proofs  on  card,  and  half-sheets 
of  inverted  center  State  Department  proofs.  Numerous  other  pieces  from  this  very  fine  collection  were 
also  exhibited.  Throughout,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg  displayed  a detailed  knowledge  of  her  subject,  and  her  presen- 
tation demonstrated  the  many  hours  of  study  which  she  has  devoted  to  it. 

Julian  Blanchard  concluded  the  evening  by  exhibiting  to  the  members  a copy  of  The  Bank  of  England 
Note:  A History  of  Its  Printing,  by  A.  D.  Mackenzie  (Cambridge  University  Press  1953).  This  interest- 
ing little  book  presents  a survey  of  the  history  of  English  bank  note  production  and  is  illustrated  with  ex- 
amples of  early  note-printing  machines  and  bank  note  designs  of  the  last  three  centuries. 


Joseph  G.  Reinis,  Chairman  Louis  L.  Hechtlingek,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  Oct.  19,  1956.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Mrs.  Brazer,  Brooks,  Caposella, 
Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Fernald,  Finkelburg,  Gros,  Higgins,  Hechtlinger,  Mrs.  McCoy,  Minuse,  Reinis,  Sindic, 
Tiedemann — 16. 

The  scheduled  exhibitor  of  the  evening,  Fred  L.  Caposella,  displayed  a portion  of  his  1847  issue  proof 
collection  The  material  included  large  die  trial  color  proofs  on  various  papers  and  glazed  card.  Of  special 
interc.  was  a very  rare  large  die  essay  of  the  ten  cent  value  frame  only.  This  was  followed  by  proofs 
and  sta.  .ps  of  the  1851  and  1857  issues  and  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company  1875  reproductions 
thereof.  The  1869  issue  was  next  exhibited  with  a comprehensive  showing  of  large  and  small  die  proofs, 
blocks  of  plate  proofs,  and  related  essays.  Mr.  Caposella  concluded  his  discourse  with  a detailed  showing  of 
proofs  of  the  Columbian  Exposition  Issue. 

Falk  Finkelburg  then  displayed  eight  values  of  the  Bank  Note  issue  on  chemical  papers.  The  long 
period  of  oxidation  upon  the  chemicals  in  the  paper  made  these  essays  almost  illegible. 

The  meeting  continued  with  Julian  Blanchard  exhibiting  a new  album  of  his  collection  which  contained 
sheets  of  currency  of  proofs  and  remainders  in  alphabetical  order  up  to  the  letter  “M”.  Upon  request  of 
the  members  present  at  the  meeting,  Dr.  Blanchard  agreed  to  continue  this  interesting  exhibit  at  some 
future  date. 

Joseph  G.  Reinis  concluded  the  evening’s  exhibits  with  an  interesting  display  of  early  bank  notes  and 
stamps  having  common  vignettes. 


Meeting  of  Nov.  14,  1956.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brooks,  Caposella,  Miss  Clemen- 
con, Airs.  Ehrenberg,  Fernald,  Finkelburg,  Hechtlinger,  Joyce,  Airs.  AlcCoy,  Alinuse,  Alorris,  Reinis,  Tiede- 
mann, Wray — 16.  \risitors : Air.  and  Airs.  John  D.  Pope,  III,  Joel  Chavin — 3. 

Thomas  F.  Alorris  exhibited  his  collection  of  essays  and  proofs  of  the  1898  Omaha,  Trans-AIississippi 
Issue.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  largest  single  holding  of  essays  of  this  issue.  Large  die  essays  were  shown 
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in  such  quantity  and  variety  that  it  was  difficult  to  believe  that  a goodly  portion  of  the  items  were  unique, 
and  the  others  exceedingly  rare.  Of  extreme  interest  were  the  progressive  die  essays  of  the  vignettes  of 
various  denominations.  Included  were  two  models  wherein  the  vignettes  had  been  applied  to  die  essays  of 
the  frame  only.  Also  shown  were  bicolor  essays  of  all  denominations  in  a great  quantity  of  color  combina- 
tions of  extreme  brilliance  and  beauty.  Mr.  Morris  had  also  brought  along  a small  diary  belonging  to 
M.  W.  Baldwin  who  had  engraved  several  of  the  Omaha  Issue  vignettes.  Contained  therein  were  many 
references  to  the  engraving  progress  of  this  issue.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  prior  to  the  exhibit  of  this 
wonderful  material,  Mr.  Morris  gave  the  members  present  an  equally  exciting  treat  by  showing  some  of  his 
beautifully  executed  watercolors  and  oils.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  presentation,  Mr.  Morris  received  a 
well  deserved  ovation  from  his  audience. 

The  meeting  continued  with  Solomon  Altmann  showing  a very  interesting  group  of  1 8 6 1 essays  and 
copies  of  the  related  patents.  The  material  dealt  with  various  grills,  inks,  and  papers  essayed  for  the 
U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  cleaning  and  washing  of  stamps  for  subsequent 
reuse. 

Mrs.  Rae  Ehrenberg  concluded  the  meeting  with  her  display  of  early  stamp  issues  and  bank  notes 
having  identical  or  similar  vignettes.  An  unusually  fine  New  York  Postmaster  Provisional  cover  and  a 
bank  note  bearing  the  same  Washington  vignette  evoked  considerable  member  interest. 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  Joseph  G.  Reinis,  Secretary 
50  Court  Street,  Brooklyn  1,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 

Argenti,  Nicholas,  88  St.  James  Street,  London,  S.  W.  1,  England.  (Nova  Scotia;  New 
Brunswick. ) 

Vooys,  Daniel  W.,  P.  O.  Box  300,  Cana.ioharie,  N.  Y.  (U.  S. : Netherlands;  British  Empire; 

Philatelic  Literature;  Fine  Arts  Topicals.) 

Fisher,  William  R.,  Rolfe,  Iowa.  (U.  S.  Currency.) 

Taub,  Jack  R.,  109  W.  43rd  St.,  New  York  36,  N.  Y.  (Dealer-Collector;  Souvenir  Sheets.) 
Chao,  Tsin,  Rua  Joao  Lira  161,  Apt.  302,  Leblon,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  (Engraved  Bank 
Notes  and  Stamps.) 

Cole,  Irving,  38  Orchard  Lane,  Hillsdale,  N.  J.  (U.  S.) 

Jones,  Robert  L.,  57  Robertson  Court,  Clarkston,  Mich.  (U.  S.) 

Barber,  Dr.  Paul,  47-37  Utopia  Parkway,  Flushing,  N.  Y.  (Hungary.) 

Purves,  J.  R.  W.,  448  Collins  Street,  Melbourne,  C-i,  Victoria,  Australia.  (Victoria,  Tasmania, 
etc.) 

MarckhofiF,  Fred  R.,  552  Park  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois.  (U.  S.  obsolete  notes  west  of  Mississippi 
River.) 

Jorgensen,  Robert  L.,  1743  Linneman  St.,  Glenview,  Illinois.  (French  Oceania.) 

Grove,  Edward  R.,  905  Blythe  Ave.,  Drexel  Hill,  Pa.  (No  specialty  stated.) 

Applications  Received 

Reinhardt,  Joseph  F.,  804  Taylor  Street,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  (Unfinished  Vignette  Impres- 
sions.) By  Thomas  F.  Morris. 

Change  of  Address 

Finkelburg,  Falk,  to  114-93  226th  Street,  Cambria  Heights  11,  New  York. 

Reinis,  Joseph  G.,  to  50  Court  Street,  Brooklyn  1,  N.  Y. 

Deceased 


20 7 Raymond,  Wayte. 

359  Bohn,  Richard  S. 


None 


Resignations 


Enumeration  of  Membership 


Number  reported  in  Journal  No.  5 2 

Gains  - - 

Losses  

Net  Membership  reported  in  this  Journal,  No.  53 
Non-Member  subscribers  to  Journal 


421 

12 

2 

431 
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Boston  Auction 
Sales 

I hold  auctions 
and  would 
be  glad  to  send 

Catalogs  to 

any  Collector 

regularly  in  Boston 
applying  for  them. 

DANIEL  F.  REDEEMER 

7 ( J ) Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


NOTICE 

TO  ALL  E.  P.  S.  MEMBERS 


Our  Journal  — the  same  that 
you  are  now  reading  — is  rated 
throughout  the  philatelic  world  as 
one  of  the  finest  of  all  philatelic 

publications. 

In  order  to  maintain  our  high 
standards  we  are  urgently  in  need 
of  new  members.  Make  a friend 
for  life  by  introducing  your  friend 
to  membership  in  the  E.  P.  S. 

JOSEPH  G.  REIMS,  Secretary 

50  Court  St.,  Brooklyn  1,  X.  Y. 


WHY 

persed  through  our 
I 955-56  season? 


were  the  following  col- 
lections end  studies, 
formed  by  collectors  of 
world-wide  repute,  dis- 
organization during  the 


The  “C.  W.  MEREDITH” 

“A.  GABBITAS” 

“H.  C.  V.  ADAMS” 

“C.  DEREK  HOUSTON” 
‘‘H.  S.  DAMSELL” 

“J.  BERESFORD” 

“W.  S.  BROCKLEHURST 
“A.  E.  HOPKINS” 

“L.  U.  C.  TRIPP” 

“A.  WALLACE  COWAN” 
“H.  C.  PORTER” 

“J.  C.  NORTH” 

“A.  E.  STEWART” 

“T.  ALLWORTHY” 

“J.  R.  W.  PURVES” 
“OLIVER  BOWLBY” 

“B.  T.  STEVENSON” 

“F.  M.  BAILEY” 

“E.  E.  YATES” 

“J.  STAFFORD  JOHNSON” 
“DONALD  R.  HUNT” 
“GUY  R.  CROUCH” 

“M.  A.  STUDD” 

“JOHN  GOLDUP” 


BECAUSE 

the  owners  and  trustees  wanted 

The  Best  Net  Results 
— We  Got  Them 


Robson  Lone  Ll<1. 

50  PALL  MALL 
LONDON,  S.  W.  1 

Cables:  “STAMPS,  LONDON” 

JFhen  replying  to  this  advertisement  please 
mention  that  you  saw  it  in  the  Essay- 
Proof  Journal. 
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Philatelic  Literature 
Bought  and  Sold 

Books 

Magazines 

Catalogues 

Articles  on  Countries 

Inquiries  Invited 

L.  R.  STADTMILLER 

137  King  Street  Asheville.  N.  C. 


.Essays,  Proofs 

and  other 


Regularly  Offered 
in  our 

Auction  Sales 


Send  For  Free  Catalogues 
HUGH  C*  BARR,  INC* 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  38,  N.  Y. 


B*  N.  A* 


Monthly  Auctions 


including 


.Essays  8c  Proofs 

Illustrated  Catalog 
Free  on  Request 

j?.  71.  SlAADHA 

59  Wellington  Street  West 
Toronto  1,  Canada 


AVAILABLE 

Back  Numbers  of 

The  Essay ^Pr oof  Journal 

Volumes  1 through  12  (48  issues) 
Unbound  . . . $76.00 

Individual  numbers  are  obtainable 
as  shown  below : 

Numbers  1,  3,  6,  8,  11  £r  17  at 
$2.00  each. 

Numbers  9 & 1 0 are  only  available 
in  a complete  set. 

All  other  numbers  may  be  had  at 
$1 .50  each. 

Postage  is  extra. 

Make  remittance  payable  to: 

THE  ESSAY-PROOF  SOCIETY 
and  send  to: 

Joseph  G.  Reinis,  Secretary 
.">()  Court  Si..  Brooklyn  1.  N.  V 


U.  S.  POSTAGE  AND  REVENUES 

We  offer  the  interested  collector  his  choice  from 
the  most  important  stock  of  U.  S.  postage  and 
revenue  stamps  in  the  hands  of  any  professional. 
Strong  in  mint  and  used  singles,  mint  blocks, 
choice  early  covers,  Departments,  early  revenues, 
singles  and  multiples,  etc.  May  we  have  your 
want  list? 

PHILIP  H.  WARD,  JR. 

I fi  1 6 WALNUT  ST.,  PHILADELPHIA  3,  PA. 

STAMPS  WANTED 

in  lots  or  collections  worth  $100.00  or 
more.  Free  appraisals,  top  prices,  prompt 
payments.  Send  description  of  your  offer  to 

H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO.,  Boston  15,  Mass. 

Essays  and  Proofs  in  all  of  our 
MONTHLY  AUCTIONS 

Catalogue  Free  on  Request. 

Also  List  of  Philatelic  Literature. 

BILLIG  & RICH,  Inc. 

55  West  42nd  St.,  New  York  36,  N.  Y. 

EZRA  COLE 

Will  Represent  You  at  Auction. 

Further  Details  on  Request. 

NYACK,  NEW  YORK 

Serving  Your  Every  Need 

GIMBELS 

Famous  Stamp  Departments 

Help  Your  Society 

Be  an  E.  P.  J.  Booster 

Ask  the  Secretary 

For  Details. 

Get  the  1957 
Scott  Catalogues 

Vol.  II,  Standard  Catalogue 

(Europe,  Asia,  Africa ) ....$6.00 

Vol.  I,  Standard  Catalogue 
(U.  S.,  British  Common- 
wealth 6‘  American 
Nations)  $5.00 

Combined  Edition,  Standard 
Catalogue  (Vols.  I Sr  1 1 
bound  together)  $9.50 

Scott’s  U.  S.  Specialized 
Catalogue  (available  late 
in  Jan. ) $3.50 

Order  now  from  your  dealer. 


Enjoy  your  hobby  more  and  colled  inlcl- 
ligently— use  the  latesl  “■Scott*' 


SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

461  Eighth  Ave.,  New  York  1,  N.  Y. 


When  "UNIQUE”  is  Commdn 


It  is  doubtful  if  such 
an  array  of  unique 
treasures  has  ever 
been  offered  at  one 
time. 

Unlike  the  famed 
British  Guiana  Stamp, 
these  essays  and 
proofs  are  of  a beauty 
that  beggars  descrip- 
tion. 

This  is  a golden  op- 
portunity to  purchase 
one  or  more  of  these 
gems  to  which  you 
can  always  point  with 
justifiable  pride  and 
honestly  describe  as 
“the  only  one  in  the 
world.” 


Alaska  “seal”  design, 
famed  GATUN  LOCKS 


This  is  just  one  of  the  scores  of 
unique  essays  to  be  found  in  our  auc- 
tion sale  in  February.  Among  the  others 
are  many  Omaha  bi-color  and  uni-color 
essays,  the  set  of  5 designs  by  Rose- 
water, the  R.  Ostrander  Smith  draw- 
ings for  the  Pan-American  set,  the  5c 
Jamestown  incomplete  engravings,  the 
the  Hudson-Fulton  wash  drawing,  the 
error,  and  many  others. 


Part  1 of  the  fabulous  collection  formed  by  DR.  WARREN 
G.  ATWOOD  will  be  offered  at  auction  in  February.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above  there  are  hundreds  of  rare  commemorative 
essays  and  proofs  (many  20th  century),  U.  S.  commemorative 
stamps  in  singles,  blocks  and  sheets,  including  4c  Columbian 
error,  Pan-American  inverted  centers,  Von  Steuben  imperf  block, 
red  Centennial  entire  die  2,  and  the  finest  lot  of  Fair  and  Exposi- 
tion covers  ever  assembled. 

SALE  FEBRUARY  6-7-8,  1957 

Catalogue  Free  on  Request 

ALLAN  M.  THATCHER 


P.  O.  BOX  545 


WESTPORT,  CONN. 


